
Animal shelters – Class 3. 

These activities follow on from learning about shelters that humans make. These activities support 

the learning that animals make their own shelters too.  

 

Make your own spider web 

Spiders make webs for themselves to live in, here is a fun activity for you and your child to make 

giant spider web out of yarn. This activity also supports fine motor skill development and gross 

motor skill development.  

You will need: 

- Black yarn (or any colour you have) 

- A toy spider (or a spider made from cardboard or paper) 

- Tape or pins 

- Scissors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1- Cut your yarn into four large pieces.  

2- Find a large wall and begin to stick your yarn on the wall overlapping each piece, remember 

to tie each piece around the others in the centre so each piece joins together in the middle. 

3- Once you have an outline, begin to weave the rest of your yarn around each piece to make 

up the web. 

4- Continue until you have finished. 

5- Stick the spider on your web! 

Watch this video to help with instructions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaHMJVMQits&feature=youtu.be  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaHMJVMQits&feature=youtu.be


Make your own Wormery. 

These are really fun to make, you can make these in jars if you don’t have the garden space to keep 

one. It’s really interesting watching the worms wiggle around in their new homes! This activity will 

replicate how worms live underground. 

You will need: 

- An empty jar (like a glass mason jar) 
- 1/4 cup of gravel per jar 
- Soil 
- Sand 
- leaves and grass clippings 
- 1 TBS of water 
- and of course, WORMS! You can dig these out of your garden or the nearby park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1- Place the gravel in the bottom of the jar and then, alternate with layers of soil and sand. 

(about an inch per layer) The last layer of dirt should be 2 – 3 inches to give the worms room 

to start. 

2- After you have made your layers, drizzle the water all over the top layer of soil. 

3- Go out in the garden or the park and dig up some worms – 3 or 4 is a good number for this 

size wormery. 

4- Now, add your worms. 

5- Once your worms are in, gently place the leaves and grass on top and then, put on your lid. 

Please make sure that there are air holes in your lid! 

6- Place your wormery in a cool, dark place. 



Make your own insect hotel 

It is important to explain to your child that insects don’t actually stay in hotels! But making a bug 

hotel is a great way to learn and observe insects and how and where they live.  

You can make an insect hotel out of any objects you have, here are some examples of items you 

could use: 

- Toilet roll tubes 

- Bamboo (cut into pieces and tied together) 

- Pampass grass leaves (tied together with elastic bands or loom bands) 

- Straw (tied together with elastic bands or loom bands) 

- Pasta tubes 

- Rolled up pieces of card 

- You can use anything as a container, but here I’m going to show you one made using the 

drawers from a little wooden storage unit. 

Make sure you cut the items to fit inside the box or container. 

 

Once you have completed your insect hotel, you can hang it from a tree. It should be about 1.5m off 

the ground in a sunny, sheltered spot. And just wait for some residents to move in! 


