
Information sheet   

 

 The otter is a carnivorous mammal in a branch of the weasel family. 
 There are 13 species of otter found all around the world. 
 Some otter species spend all their time in the water while others are land and water based 

animals. 
 An otter's den is called a 'holt' or a 'couch'. 
 A group of otters are called a 'bevy', 'family', 'lodge', or 'romp', or, when in water the group is 

called a 'raft'. 
 Otters live up to 16 years in the wild. 
 Otters are very active hunters, spending many hours a day chasing prey through water or 

scouring the rivers and the sea bed. They mainly eat fish but also frogs, crayfish and crabs, 
some species carry a rock to help smash open shellfish. 

 Otter species range in size from the smallest Oriental small-clawed otter at 0.6 m (2 ft) and 
1 kg (2.2 lb). Through to the large Giant otter and Sea otters who can reach 1.8 m (5.9 ft) 
and 45 kg (99.2 lb). 

 Four of the main otter species include the European otter, the North American river otter, 
the Sea otter, and the Giant otter. 

 The European otter or Eurasian otter, are found in Europe, Asia, parts of North Africa and 
the British Isles. 

 The North American river otter was one of the most hunted animals for its fur after 
Europeans arrived. Sea otters have also been hunted in large numbers for their fur. 

 Unlike most marine mammals, otters do not have a layer of insulating blubber. Instead air is 
trapped in their fur which keeps them warm. 

 The Giant otter is found in South America around the Amazon river basin. 
 The otter is a very playful animal and are believe to take part in some activities just for the 

enjoyment. Some make waterslides to slide down into the water! 
 Otters are a popular animal in Japanese folklore where they are called "kawauso". In these 

tales the smart kawauso often fool humans, kind of like a fox. 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/fish.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/frog.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/crab.html


Otter Comprehension  

 

What kind of foods do otters eat? ____________________________________________________ 

 

What is a group of otters called? _____________________________________________________ 

 

Name one of the 4 main otter species __________________________________________________ 

 

What do some otters carry to help them eat? ____________________________________________ 

 

How do otters stay warm in the water? _________________________________________________ 

 

Write three different places that the European otter might live     1._____________________________ 

 

2._______________________________    3.___________________________________ 

 



Case Study: Otters  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the food an otter eats, what is an otter?   

Omnivore   Herbivore    Carnivore 

 

  

What is an otters den called? 

Couch    Lair    Burrow  

 

  

How long does an otter live for in the wild? 

 

5 years      25 years     16 years 

 

How many otter species are there around the world? 

 

26  13    82 

 



Numeracy questions 

 
There are 3 families of otters at the river. In 
each family there are 3 pups. How many 
pups are there all together? 

 

 
An otter eats 8 fish in an hour, how many 
fish would it eat in 5? 

 

 
If an otter can swim 6 miles per hour, how 
many miles would it swim in 12 hours? 

 

 
There are 50 otters in one river, 28 in a 
different one and 14 in another river. How 
many are there altogether? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Which fruit is the least favourite? 
 
How many children like pears? 
  
Which fruit do the children like the most?  
 
How many children like apples? 

 


