
Gift giving 

Learning objective: Identify an occasion that a gift might be given and give an explanation for 

why we give gifts.  

Gift giving has been a long tradition that dates back thousands of years as far back as man 

can remember. As human beings, we are social creatures who enjoy each other’s company 

and expressing our feelings through the giving of gifts. Whether it is an expression of true 

love, appreciation of a job well done or just to show our gratitude for having someone as a 

friend. 

 

The giving of gifts may be one of the oldest of human activities that pre-dates civilization and 

may go back to the origin of our species. 

Let’s spell CIVILIZATION together: 

- 

 

Even in cavemen culture, the giving of gifts was fairly common as it was used to show love 

and affection towards one another. 

What was gift giving used for in caveman culture? 

- 

 

Whether it was an unusually shaped rock, a tooth from an animal, the bark from a tree or 

some other item that was natural, the giving of gifts was certainly common behaviour long 

before we became an advanced civilization. 

Can you think of another natural item that could have been given as a gift? 

- 

 

As tools were developed, the gifts started to become more elaborate 

Can you tell me what ‘elaborate’ means? 

- 

 

Later during the Egyptian era, gifts were mostly given to the pharaohs, who were the 

Egyptian kings. The Egyptians built massive pyramids to store their wealth for afterlife. 

Here is a photograph of a pyramid. 



 

 

Today, gift giving is still part of our everyday culture and defines who we are and the 

message we want to send with our gift. Gifts are given for all occasions and celebrations and 

are a means of us communicating with each other and expressing ourselves. 

Can you think of an occasion someone might give you a gift? 

- 

 

Can you think of a gift that you have received that was special to you?  

- 

 

Why do you think we give gifts? 

- 

 

 

 

 


