
Information sheet   

 

 The duck is a number of species in the Anatidae family of birds. They are related to swans and 
geese. 

 Ducks are mostly aquatic birds living in both fresh water and sea water and found on every 
continent except for Antarctica. 

 A male duck is called a drake, a female duck a hen, and a baby duck a duckling. 
 Ducks are omnivores. They feed on aquatic plants, small fish, insects, worms, grubs and more. 

People often feed domesticated ducks bread. 
 Diving ducks and sea ducks search for food fairly deep underwater. To be able to stay underwater 

more easily, diving ducks are quite heavy. 
 Dabbling ducks feed on the surface of water, on land, or by ducking their head underwater. Along 

the edge of their beak is a comb-like structure, which enables them to hold slippery food and filter 
nutrients out of the water. 

 A common urban legend is that a ducks quack does not echo. This has however, been proven to be 
false. 

 Ducks are curious and friendly creatures they have been domesticated as pets and farm animals for 
more than 500 years. All domestic ducks are descended from either the Mallard or the Muscovy 
duck. 

 The most common and recognised species of duck is the Mallard or Wild duck. It is a dabbling duck 
that lives in the Americas, Europe, Asia, North Africa, and has been introduced to New 
Zealand and Australia. 

 The male Mallard has a glossy green head, grey wings and belly, while the female has a brown-
speckled plumage. Mallard ducks have a moulting season, they are vulnerable during this time as 
the moulting stops them flying. 

 Mallard ducks live 5 to 10 years in the wild and 8+ years in captivity. 
 Paradise Shelducks of New Zealand often have one partner for life. 
 All ducks have highly waterproof feathers due to the feathers interlocking nature and waxy coating. 
 Ducks have many economic uses. Their feathers, particularly their underlying 'down' feathers, are 

used in many products, while the white Pekin duck is the most common variety raised for eggs and 
meat. 

 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/antarctica.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/insect.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/newzealand.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/newzealand.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/australia.html


Animals who have their young in Spring – Duck Comprehension  

 

What kind of foods do ducks eat? __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is a female duck called? _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What colour is a male Mallard ducks head? __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

How long do Mallard ducks live for in the wild? ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Write three different places that Mallard ducks live     1._______________________________________________________ 

 

 

2.____________________________________________   3.___________________________________________



Case Study: Ducks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the food a duck eats, what is a duck?   

Omnivore   Herbivore    Carnivore 

 

  

What is a male duck called? 

Mark    Drake    Daniel  

 

  

  What is special about a ducks feathers? 

 

The colours      Waterproof due to a waxy coating         The amount of feathers 

 

What is the most common duck? 

 

Mallard   Swedish blue   Crested 

 



Numeracy questions 

 
There are 20 ducks at the pond, each duck 
has 5 ducklings. How many ducklings are 
there all together? 

 

 
A duck can fly 50 miles per hour. How many 
miles would the duck fly in 9 hours? 

 

 
Sam has 20 slices of bread, he goes to the 
pond to share it between 4 ducks. How 
much bread does each duck get? 

 

 
There are 20 ducks in one pound, 35 in a 
different one and 63 in another pond. How 
many are there altogether? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Which type of pet is owned the least? 
 
How many children have a hamster? 
  
Which type of pet is owned the most?  

 


