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Welcome to the new and improved Sheiling School Newsletter.  

On behalf of the staff and governors, I would like to start by thanking all parents and carers for the 

incredible support given to the school during this year. And what a year of change and learning this has 

been! At every level, we have aspired to develop our skills and knowledge whilst being respectful and 

attentive to the needs of others. I am very happy to say that these principles – self-development, 

independence and therapeutic support – will be themes that we will explore in even greater depth next 

year.  

 

It almost goes without saying that our first priority is to offer the best possible outcomes for all young 

people. However, creating strong relationships and partnerships is also one of our top priorities, with 

parents and carers as our most important partners.  That is why we have invested time and effort to 

produce this high quality newsletter that reflects the work that is done at Sheiling School. This is only 

one aspect of our commitment to increase our communication as we look forward to three parents and 

carers meetings during the next academic year.  

I hope you will enjoy reading the news from all the classes and the articles from some of the staff 

introducing themselves and telling you what they do.  

Please do let us know what you think of this newsletter and how we can improve it for future 

publications.  

All the very best, 

 

 

 

Nico Sialelli 

Chief Executive Officer 
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We have had a fantastic spring and summer here at the Sheiling 
School Children's Home, with young people and staff making the most of the 
beautiful weather in our picturesque environment.  
 
Highlights have included barbeques, outings to the beach and woodland areas, 
trips on the train to Glastonbury as well as onsite festivals. There has also been 
tremendous individual progress, with one young person gaining the 
confidence to swim in the swimming pool and another successfully going to 
the cinema for the first time. Others have reached important personal 
milestones such as relatively independent clothes and food shopping, using 
public transport, and enjoying meals out.  
 
Richard Tiplady 
Head of Care 

 

Confidently taking on the 
high ropes course at 
Puxton Park. 

Enjoying some down time in           

Halliers. 

Making the most of a day off 

school in the snow in February.  

Taking long walks in the 
Wye Valley. 

...local walks along the River 
Severn. 

The last school year has seen 

some big changes in both 

Halliers and Tyndale. We have 

welcomed three new borders 

into the community and are 

also saying goodbye to our 

two eldest, who are preparing 

for the next step of their  

journey into adulthood.  

 

Philip Wharf, House Coordinator 
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Our Safeguarding Team meet weekly to review levels of activity regarding child 
and young peoples’ protection, safeguarding concerns, welfare concerns, 
physical interventions, complaints and exclusions. 

If you have any concerns please speak to any member of the team. 

 

 

  

  

 

Noah Black 
Lead Safeguarding Officer (DSL) &  
Head of Therapeutic Support 
Tel: 01454 412194  or 07783 125797 
noah.black@sheilingschool.org.uk 

Jordan Bool 
Deputy DSL for Education & Assistant Head Teacher 
Tel: 07746 008435 
jordan.bool@sheilingschool.org.uk 

Richard Tiplady 
Deputy DSL for Care,  
Registered Manager & Head of Care 
Tel: 01454 423891 or 07544 344643 
richard.tiplady@sheilingschool.org.uk 

Syl Edgeley 

Deputy DSL & Head of Development 

Tel: 01454 22722 or 07783 339919 

syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk 

mailto:noah.black@sheilingschool.org.uk
mailto:jordan.bool@sheilingschool.org.uk
mailto:richard.tiplady@sheilingschool.org.uk
mailto:syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk
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Keeping pupils and young people safe online is extremely important to us, which is why we’ve 
published a new page on our website designed to offer information, guidance and recommended 
resources for parents & carers. You can visit the page at: https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/e-safety-
area/  
 
The online world offers amazing opportunities but also brings elements of potential risk. For parents 
and carers, making sense of the online world can appear to be an enormous challenge. Unlike previous 
generations, the online environment is now an integral part of children’s lives and therefore we can no 
longer consider their well being or safety without also considering their relationship to 
technology. However, staying safe online is fundamentally about behaviours rather than the 
technology itself and if approached from this perspective, we can begin to gain confidence to 
support our children.  

 

Further  useful 
information can 

be found at:  
 

https://
www.childnet.com/
ufiles/Supporting-

Young-People-
Online.pdf 

https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/e-safety-area/
https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/e-safety-area/
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf
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It’s very much a part of our approach to education that we pay close attention to the rhythms of 

nature. By which I mean not only the changing of the seasons - the process of dying away in the 

autumn to the darkest point of the winter, and then the incredible rebirth of life and colour in the 

spring and summer – but also the smaller rhythms, of the months, weeks, and days. Feeling our way 

into the particular qualities of each season, month, and day of the week, and establishing our lives as 

part of that rhythm, is a very grounding experience. The rhythmic certainty provides a counterpoint to 

the inner chaos we sometimes carry – just as the rhythm of sleeping and waking is so necessary for 

good health. As such, the festivals we celebrate at Sheiling School are anchor points in the year: we’ve 

been there before and we’ll be there again, however changed we are along the way.  

The summer term revolves around the festival of St. John on the 24th June, the centre point of which is 

a huge bonfire. It’s a celebration of light and warmth, of the longest day before the gradual darkening 

towards autumn, and it has a certain dreamy quality about it (as do many staff and pupils, this time of 

year). There is also the sense of burning away the old to make way for the new.  

A festival of renewal then, which is how we head into the new academic year. And although every year 

feels a little like heading into the unknown, the festival of St. John reminds us that within the stream of 

change there are elements to which we can always return. It is, in other words, a picture of what we 

seek to do as carers and educators – to help our pupils face that which is impermanent and changing by 

grounding them in healthy rhythms and providing beacons – bonfires, almost – by which to navigate 

their way.  

Dean Frances-Hawksley 

Head Teacher                Photos from the St John’s Day Festival 
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Update from class 4 

Class 4 are continuing their study of local geography this term, moving from physical to human 

geography. We have examined the way in which our local settlements have grown from humble 

beginnings to sprawling cities and are exploring the factors relating to this, such as human 

migration. 

Everyone has loved going horse riding at Tumpy Green Stables this term, grooming the horses and 

going out for hacks in the countryside. The pupils have been learning how to lead, steer and trot, 

gaining confidence each week. Braydon, Jacob and Bryn have particularly enjoyed giving the horses 

carrots at the end of their lesson to say ‘thank you’!  

Each pupil has been working independently in the Bakery, from sourcing ingredients at the local 

supermarket to reading the recipe, gathering the necessary equipment and making their food each 

week. It’s been brilliant to watch them all become so confident and competent in the kitchen.  

Launa Littlejohn, Acting Teacher 

 

Bryn with Mario, whom he has 

made in his free time 

in handwork.  

 
Class 3 news 

This term in Class 3 we have been studying shelters and homes. We started 

by learning about prehistoric dwellings — including building a prehistoric 

bed! We then progressed to look at the homes of Ancient Egypt and 

Ancient Greece. From here we will be studying the castles and fortifications 

of the middle ages before moving on to consider the houses that we live in 

today.   

James Winwood, Class Teacher 
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News from class 5 

As part of our main lesson in botany, Class 5 

pupils have been working on their own plot in 

the walled garden. They’ve planted herbs, beans, 

squash and more. To personalise their plot they 

created made some unique name signs in pottery: 

rolling, marking, cutting, baking and glazing 

before assembling each sign and arranging them 

in the garden. 

 

Sonja Gortzak, Assistant Teacher Class 5 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 6 news 
 

Class 6 have been studying heat, electricity and magnetism over the last term. The pupils have been really 

busy designing and experimenting with circuits. Jacob, Blake, Alex and Matthew also enjoyed their day out on 

the canal, when everyone had a go at steering the boat. 

Paul Pollock, Class Teacher 
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After using the weighing scales in the classroom, we then went on a class trip to Mundy playing fields to 

use the seesaw and experiment with estimating weights on a larger scale. Narain estimated Lydia to be 

heavier than Dan...let's find out! On the seesaw it turned out that Dan is heavier than Lydia.  

Sarah West, Assistant Teacher / Learning Mentor 

Class 7 update 

This year in Class 7 we have been learning about a variety of subjects from the Renaissance to Physiology. 

Currently we’re studying mechanics and the pupils have really enjoyed the practical experiments as part of 

this topic. We have been learning how to identify different items and weights as heavier or lighter. We have 

also been trying to estimate the weight of an object in comparison to other objects, then using the scales to  

measure and find out the answer. Here are Brodie and Narain having a go at this! 
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News from Class 8 

 

In main lesson class 8 have been studying Food 

Science.  

We have been discovering how our bodies get 

energy from food and finding out about different 

food groups. We’ve been cooking a variety of 

recipes to explore taste and texture. In learning 

about carbohydrates we baked scones using 

different kinds of flour, and discovered that 

coconut flour does not work very well! To find out 

more about protein we made kebabs using chicken 

and Quorn.  

In art lessons we have been making our own dyes 

and pigments from natural food sources using 

beetroot, cabbage and turmeric to colour material. 

Some of our experiments were more successful 

than others! 

 

The whole of class 8 went on the boat trip outing 

together, our first trip out as a whole class. We 

especially enjoyed taking it in turns to steer the 

boat and didn’t let the rain stop us enjoying our 

picnic.  

Helen Hewitt, Assistant Teacher / Learning Mentor 

 

 

To accompany this topic we have taken a trip to Noah’s 

Ark Zoo Farm to study first-hand the types of adaptations 

animals have for their various natural environments.  

Pupils have been studying healthy relationships in 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development (SMSC) 

and have been considering their own personal strengths in 

preparation for future CVs and job applications and - more 

recently - managing money in Life Skills. The Class 9 

vegetable plot has been planted with seedlings brought on 

in the greenhouse.  

Terry Mc Henry, Class teacher 

Class 9 update 

This term Class 9 have been working on functional skills papers in Literacy and 

Numeracy. Main lesson has been Ecology, with recent focus on animal and 

plant adaptations to different biomes, and the way in which different types of 

pollution may negatively influence them.  
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6th Form News 

 

The 6th form have been working super hard to complete their group project - a stunning handmade 

wooden table with intricate butterfly joints linking the two pieces of maple that were felled on our 

picturesque site.  

Handmade wooden coasters, coat hooks and stools crafted by the pupils were then put up for sale with-

in the school community on the last day of term.  

The Enterprise project has been running for a full academic year now, with remarkable success; the 

workshop itself having been constructed by the pupils themselves especially for this purpose. Fern can 

be seen in the photo sanding the beautiful table using a sanding block that she made with very little 

support. Fern only began learning about Enterprise and woodwork in September when she joined the 

school. Her progress, and that of all the 6th form pupils, is really something worth celebrating. 

Unfortunately, a secondary geo-dome structure that was under construction was recently damaged. 

Our 6th form pupils will endeavour to re-construct it and will continue to work hard in all weathers to 

excel in all that they do in the project.  

Bethan Whitehead, Assistant teacher / Learning Mentor 
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We are the Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT) Team at Sheiling School. We work with pupils in a 

number of ways including 1:1 sessions, groups, programmes, training, observations, advice and 

support to class teams as well as creating and supporting the use of visual resources. 

As a school, we provide our students with a Total Communication environment. Total Communication 

means that we use a wide range of methods to support the use and development of communication 

with our students. Total Communication is about communicating in any way that you can. These are 

some of the things we use around school:  

 

How do we communicate? At Sheiling School we use Signalong which is a key word sign system 

based on British Sign Language. Signalong uses a combination of speech, sign, body language and facial 

expression. The aim of Signalong is to support development and understanding of language, not to 

replace it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will soon be sharing some of our core Signalong signs on our social media. We are also hoping to 

offer some communication focused parent workshops in the near future.   

If you have any questions or would like to know more then please contact us.  

Symbols: Body Language 

(Gesture, pointing) 

 

 

Signalong  

 

‘School’ 

Flat hand makes vertical in-

wards circle in front of chin *do 

not conceal mouth 

Assistive Technology 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

Angharad Gardner 
Speech and Language Therapist 
angharad.gardner@sheilingschool.uk 

Sam Reilly 
Therapeutic Support Assistant 

& Signalong Tutor 
sam.reilly@sheilingschool.org.uk 
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I'd like to start by introducing myself: my name is Sam Hembury and I am the Head of Resource. 
My role includes Health & Safety, maintenance and compliance.  
 
Now that I've been with the Sheiling School for just over a year, it’s nice to reflect on the work 
that has happened and the changes that have been introduced. During this time we have 
welcomed new staff within the Resource Team who have taken to their roles extremely well 
and made real improvements. Their continued commitment is great to see. 
 
When I started my role we were carrying out essential remedial works that needed to be done 
to ensure the longevity of our buildings, and I’m pleased to say we’ve made real progress on 
this. We have also introduced a number of new systems to improve all aspects of the 
maintenance, kitchen and cleaning teams. 
 
I'm looking forward to the next school year now that myself and the Resource team have 
settled in and established good procedures. We will continue to build on this, and the coming 
year will see more improvement works and a continued dedication to improving the school 
facilities.   

 

For the first time Sheiling School have produced a Yearbook to 
celebrate the pupils’ progress and achievements for this 
academic year, as well as to capture some great memories. 
There are only a few copies remaining; please contact Laura if 
you would like to buy one (£20) at:   

mail@sheilingschool.org.uk  

mailto:mail@sheilingschool.org.uk
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We are so proud of all our pupils for their outstanding 

production of this year’s school play, , which they 

performed in Thorn Hall on Wednesday 24th July, the last day 

of term.  

 

With words and music by Dean Frances-Hawksley and 

direction by Sarah Young, Kumari tells of the journey of 

Amarit, a young Nepalese Princess as she leaves the royal 

palace to make her way in the world. As she begins to adapt 

to life away from the luxury of all that she has known, Amarit 

must learn to transcend the superficial ideals of her former 

existence and to discover more worthy and profound values. 

Woven amongst her trials is a beautiful tale of love and 

enduring friendship.  
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Hello all! 
 
I'm Alison Phillips, Home & School Nurse, and I’m usually here two days a week to provide 
support, advice and hands-on care to pupils and staff on all things health-related. This includes 
medicines, immunisations, First Aid and training. I particularly enjoy being out and about on-site 
and meeting and talking to pupils directly. I am always happy to meet with and talk to parents 
and carers about any health or medical related concerns or issues, either face-to-face or via email 
or phone. I can be contacted on nurse@sheilingschool.org.uk or via the main school 
reception phone number (01454 412194). 
 
Now it’s July most of us will be enjoying being outdoors as much as possible. But spare a thought 
for those amongst us who suffer from hay fever, which can start in April and continue until 
October. Apart from medication, there are some other things which can help relieve the 
symptoms of itchy eyes, a runny nose, sneezing, and a scratchy throat. Wearing sunglasses and a 
hat with a peak can help keep pollen away from eyes and nose, as can having a shower and 
changing clothes as soon as you come in from being outdoors. Also consider having days out in 
places where there are fewer trees, grass and flowers; for example, beaches, the docks or 
the harbourside. 
 

Also, for everyone, remember hats, sunscreen and cold drinks on hot days,  
and stay safe near water.  

 

We are delighted that our inaugural Parents & Carers’ evening was so successful and that the 

formation of a new focus group has been so well supported. A Facebook Page has now been 

created which all Parents & Carers are most welcome to join:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2222661847832101/ 

A date for the next PCFG is being considered and some agenda points are: 

 to identify and prioritise future fundraising projects 

 individual and whole school photographs 

 school information / promotion / brochures / flyers 

 suggestions for themes for future meetings 

mailto:nurse@sheilingschool.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2222661847832101/
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It may seem like a long way off, but we 
wanted to let you know that the Christmas 
Market, our main annual fundraising event, 
will be held on Saturday 7th December. As 

always, we welcome bric-a-brac for the 
tombola as well as suitable raffle or auction 
prizes. Please bring donations to the main 

school office, or contact Anita at 
admin@sheilingschool.org.uk. 

 

To find out more about how you 

can help fundraise please visit 

our website: 

www.sheilingschool.org.uk/

support-us/  

or email Syl at: 

syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk 

FOR THE HOUSES 

For Tyndale & Halliers we’d 

like to invest in some new 

bucket swings for sensory 

play. 

An exciting new development in school 

is the creation of a new music room 

complete with a drum kit. We already 

have the drums, but need a small ampli-

fier and microphone.  

We also need new benches in key areas around the site.  

Another more major project would be to renew the stage lighting in the 

school hall for plays.  

FOR SCHOOL 
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A big ‘thank you’ to the Education 

Leadership Team — Dean, Steve, Jordan and 

Fergus — for arranging an end of year 

barbecue for governors and staff. Hopefully 

this will become an annual event, including 

the mocktails & sunshine! 

We’re looking forward to the start of a new term, 

beginning on Monday 2nd September. In the meantime, 

wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable summer break. 

Communication Quick Guide 

Query Contact 

Admissions admissions@sheilingschool.org.uk 

Complaints Please follow our procedure which can be found at: https://

www.sheilingschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/

Complaints-Procedure-2018.11.20.pdf 

Governors governors@sheilingschool.org.uk 

Parent and Carer Group www.facebook.com/groups/2222661847832101/ 

Pupil absence Please contact mail@sheilingschool.org.uk or call Reception: 
01454 412194 

Safeguarding concerns Noah.black@sheilingschool.org.uk or any of the safeguarding 

team (page 4) 

Term Dates https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/about-us/term-dates/ 

https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Complaints-Procedure-2018.11.20.pdf
https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Complaints-Procedure-2018.11.20.pdf
https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Complaints-Procedure-2018.11.20.pdf
mailto:governors@sheilingschool.org.uk
mailto:mail@sheilingschool.org.uk
https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/about-us/term-dates/
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The Sheiling School is an activity of Thornleigh Camphill Communities Ltd  Registered No 497029 England  

Registered as a Charity No 307104. Registered Office: Thornbury Park, Park Road, Thornbury, Bristol BS35 1HP 

A Member of Camphill England and Wales 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you, or anyone you know, like to find out more about a range of rewarding career 
opportunities with us? We currently have the following vacancies for experienced and motivated 
individuals: 

 

 Class Teacher 
 Learning Support Assistant  
 Support Worker 
 Waking Night Staff 
 Maintenance Technician 
 

We offer a friendly and supportive working environment. Permanent positions are eligible for 
generous holiday allowances, free onsite parking, company pension, exclusive discounts from 
Perkbox, Perkbox Medical and an Employee Assistance Programme.  

 

Full job details and application forms can be found on our website:  
https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/jobs/ 
 

Sheiling School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people. All applicants must be willing to undergo safeguarding screening appropriate to the post, 
including thorough checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

 

https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/
https://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/jobs/

