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We hope you enjoy this term’s newsletter. It’s jam-packed with exciting news from the 
classes as well as some lovely photos from around the school. We have all enjoyed the 
start of Spring with beautiful flowers and blossom everywhere at school. The sunshine, 
warmer weather and longer days mean we are all getting more opportunities to play 
and learn outside.   

Sheiling School Thornbury Newsletter              

January 2017 - April 2017 Issue 15 

‘Colours’ by Seniors B  

          April 2017 

Harry’s Painting  Richard’s Painting  

Artwork by Seniors A  

         April  2017  

Mask by Alex 
Mask by Oliver 

Elephant by Alex 



 2 

Class 1 news 

Class 1 is into lots of experiments. We built a volcano and it worked. I was able to share it 

outside with my friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We make pancakes and I can cook them by myself; I am very carful around the stove. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We made a den to shelter animals when it is stormy. It took a lot of sticks to build it.  

 

 

 



 3 

Class 4 news 

This spring term we have been learning about plants and spending time in the garden 

during our main lesson. We have also been making lots of imaginative and creative things 

like a hot air balloon.  

We have also been learning about how to carry out                

experiments such as germinating seeds in the dark and in        

sunlight to find out what will happen.   

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob said he really liked watering all the plants.  

Article written by Class 4  

Class 3 news  
Class 3 have really enjoyed improving the Sensory Garden this term, for everyone to      

enjoy. 

 

Louis has been particularly good at scraping up moss using the 

hoe and spade and taking it to the wheelbarrow.  

 

Dawid has been an excellent tidier of dead sticks, leaves and other 

debris, using the rake.  

 

Sam has enjoyed using the broom and the rake, and taking big 

wheelbarrows full of debris to the compost pile.  

 

 

 

Henry has become really good at digging up weeds and replanting some 

of our plants to a better location. We hope you’re all enjoying the 

garden in its new, more beautiful state!  
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Explorer Class news  

On Wednesday 15th March Explorer class  
visited a new RSPCA centre near Dursley. It was 
a sunny day and it took 25 minutes to get there 
in the minibus. When we arrived we were 
offered a cup of tea by the man at the front 
desk. We politely declined and waited for Amy, 
the deputy manager, who was going to show us 
around the centre. Amy 

showed us where the cats were looked after. Each living space was 
different depending on the cat’s personality. Some cats liked to be 
alone so they had blankets to hide behind. Others had toys and 
boxes to play with. On their door each cat had an information sheet 
and a colour code to show how playful they were. Batman enjoyed 
the visit and said he would like to work with animals in the future.  

 

Article written by Cameron and Steve, Explorer Class 

 

Adventure Class news  

This term has been a very exciting one for Adventure Class. When spring began, we         
collected tadpoles from the pond outside and made a new home for them in the class. 
With great enthusiasm, we have fed them and watched them grow. 
 
In main lesson, we have been creating our own animation using professional software. It 
was a huge challenge but we all animated something we’re proud of. In music, we have 
been learning about producing and demoing our own songs. Dylan has been learning what 
skills it takes to be a producer (getting volume levels accurate, where to place the mic), 
and Clayton has been developing his lyric-writing skills and rapping technique. We wrote 
and recorded our own song called ‘He’s So Creepy’. We have been developing our                     
improvisation skills in drama, exploring our vocal tones and spontaneity in games like 
‘Angels and Demons’ and the ‘Party Game’. In P.E, we have been leading the show, Aiden 
planned and developed a new game called ‘Turtles and Cheetahs’ which is a cross              
between Cat and Mouse and Pac-Man. 
 
At the end of the term, we went on an amazing fishing trip with Rohan from Woodland 
Class to Jacklands lakes in Nailsea. Everyone in class caught something: Dylan and Clayton 
caught blue trout and Aiden caught a rainbow trout. We're looking forward to Easter and a 
new term. 

Article written by Dylan and Jamie, Adventure Class  
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Class 9 news 

In Class 9 we have been working really hard doing very different work experience jobs.    

Every Tuesday Rhys goes to help out at The Hatch, which is a working farm.  Rhys has to 

wear overalls to protect his clothing. He is often asked to use a wheelbarrow and to 

measure the vegetables by weight. Rhys has been working hard to prepare boxes of 

different vegetables for Tyndale and it is his job to make sure that they all make it to the 

Tyndale kitchen and onto the resident’s plates in good condition.   

 

 

George does a new work experience job every Wednesday. This job 

is at Thornbury Park where he works to make postal deliveries, 

shredding and the preparation of trays for meetings.  George is able 

to use a list to help him find lots of things that are needed to allow 

the management of Sheiling School to have teas and coffees. 

George has been doing this new work experience job as well as his 

daily job of delivering all the registers to your class every afternoon.  

 

 

Yannick has been doing his work experience every day at Maple Cottage 

for the past two weeks. He is setting the table and  preparing the water 

and cups for all the pupils who eat their lunch there. Yannick also has 

the job of locking up Maple Cottage when he has finished his work. 

Yannick is getting much quicker at doing this job and is very good at 

remembering where everybody sits.   

 

 

We are very proud of all of our hard work.  We hope that other pupils can find work 

experience jobs that allow them to take on new responsibilities also.  

 

Article written by Class 9  
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 Woodland Class 1 news 

In Woodland Class 1, we are making a tree house for the playground. As part of this 

project, we have recycled wood from a Maple tree and also from collapsed garden shed.  

So far, we have used axes, bow saws and draw knives in order to create two large 

balancing beams. We plan to weatherproof these beams using varnish before securing 

them to either side of the Maple tree outside the front of Thornbury Park. Once the 

beams are in place, we will start to build the walls of the tree house. 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Cory and Charlie, Woodland Class 1  

Woodland Class 2 news 

This is Den Interspace. Den Interspace is for pupils to have fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Den Interspace is at the bouncy tree, we have tried to make it as safe as we can.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article written by Rohan, Woodland 2 Class 
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Seniors B news 

 

In main lesson we have been writing stories.  My story is 

about a boy, a potion, a witch and a dragon.  Listening to 

the story makes me feel calm. I found writing my own   

story difficult and fun. I liked making up the story the 

best.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich’s story is about a dragon, a witch and a wizard. I liked the dragon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathryn’s story is about a horse, a troll and an old woman.  I liked the troll.   
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Craft workshop news  

Handwork news 

Handwork is always a busy place where pupils engage in short, medium and long term 
projects. There are many pupils who over the last two terms have finished long term 
projects which have varied from a year to 18 months to complete. They are all to be highly 
commended for this. It takes a lots of perseverance and commitment to be able to see a 
project through to the end and this can be difficult for many so thank you and very big 
well done to the following pupils: 
 
 
 
 
 
Sam, Kathryn and Zak for completing their felted 
cushions after 18 months. 
 

 

 

 

Richard, Cory, Rhys and George for completing their felted slippers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally Joseph, who has been working on making a felt ball 

Solar System for the last year. 

 

 

Article written by Sarah, Handwork Teacher  
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Woodwork news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhys, George and Yannick have been building a saw horse for use in their land activities. 

They started it as a joint project and worked hard for the last 2 terms to complete it. As 

you can see they enjoyed using a variety of woodwork techniques, tools and lots of      

muscle to finish the project. I hope they are proud of their final product as they all worked 

really well individually and as a team. Well done Class 9.  

 

Article written by Martin, Woodwork Teacher  

School Council  
 

The School Council have met twice since January. Both meetings have covered some       
important topics as well as provided a chance for classes to share what they have been up  
to.  
 
During our meeting in January the committee came up with a selection of questions for 
interviewees. We had feedback from senior staff members that they thought the pupils 
had come up with great questions. The committee have been given the go ahead for     
pupils to ask a number of these questions if people are successful in getting a second     
interview. This will give pupils a chance to really get to know potential new staff members 
and have a say in who they work with. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article written by Izzy  Crawford, Seniors B Class Teacher 
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Camphill Communities Thornbury name has changed to 

THORNLEIGH CAMPHILL  COMMUNITIES 
(Sheiling School, The Hatch,  Orchard Leigh) 

 

Orchard Leigh have recently merged with our 
Charity, Camphill Communities Thornbury. 
The Charity and Company will remain the 
same, however the name will be changed to 
reflect the fact that our activities will not all 
be based in Thornbury. 

 
Rosie Phillpot, Chair of Trustees, wrote a letter on 31st March 2017 
 
Dear pupils,  young people,  residents, staff, families and friends 
  
I am delighted to tell you that, following the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, all 
the necessary decisions have been formally made and the papers signed and so Thornleigh 
Camphill Communities will come into being at midnight between 31st March and 1st April. 
  
Most of you know that we have been working towards this for the past six months. 
Thornleigh is the new name for the charitable company which now comprises The Sheiling 
School, The Hatch and Orchard Leigh. 
 
 

Most of you will not notice a great deal of difference in the way things are done in the 
community in which you have a special interest although there will be more opportunities 
for sharing facilities, homes, work and social events between the two adult communities – 
though you may see some new people visiting from time to time. The trustees of Orchard 
Leigh have joined those of Camphill Communities Thornbury on the newly named board 
and we are happy to have that additional expertise to strengthen the governance circle. 
 
The Trustees of Thornleigh are very grateful to all those, including their various 
professional advisors, who in a spirit of kindness and generosity have done so much to 
support and guide us through this collaboration and merger.  
 
Rosie Phillpot (Chair of Trustees)                          Anthony Nowlan (Vice-chair of Trustees)  
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Class 3 Spring Paintings 

 

‘Daffodils’ 

Louis 

Sam Dawid 

Sam 

Dawid Louis 

‘Trees’ 
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A big thank you goes to everyone for their contributions to this newsletter. It would 

be great to hear about more news from any pupils,  staff,  parents and school 

trustees . 

If anyone is interested in writing an article or submitting photos for future  

editions of the newsletter then please contact  syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk  

 

  

Main Office-Tel. 01454 412194 

 

Follow us on Twitter  https://twitter.com/sheiling_school 

 

Visit our website: www.sheilingschool.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

Thornleigh Camphill Communities Ltd 

Registered Office:  Thornbury Park, Thornbury, Bristol, BS35 1HP 

Registered No. 497029 England, Registered as a Charity No. 307104. 

 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: 

Sheiling School is very grateful to have been bequeathed a 

legacy of £3,000 in the Will of Mrs Marion Dorothy Coleman 

“in remembrance of Peter Coleman (who died in 1971) who 

was the son of her late husband Philip Stanley Coleman.”  

https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
http://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/

