
 

 

The History of Thornbury Park: Part Five 
MORE ABOUT HENRY WENMAN NEWMAN 

1788–1865 

Notes on Bristol and its Municipal Government 1820-
1851 by the Bristol Record Society (Graham Bush) 
have HWN serving as a councillor in Bristol from 1827 
to 1835, and acting as sheriff in 1827. He is listed as 
being Anglican and a Tory. He resided at Richmond 
Terrace, Clifton, and his occupation was “merchant” 
but I cannot find out what sort of merchant.  “A 
possible front for political activity by the Corporation 
was the Conservative Operatives Association, formed 
in 1832. It was prompted by ‘a great many rich men’, 
including seven or eight members of the Corporation. 
The charities it ostensibly disbursed were apparently 
rewards for having voted the correct way...... It is easy 
to suggest guilt by association, but members of the 
Corporation as individuals had a perfect right to 
donate their vote, wealth or talents to whatsoever 
party they chose.” They were included “ in Blue 
canvassing parties, which in 1832 were escorted by 
Corporation constables and may have created an 
intimidatory effect on the voters, but it was perfectly 
legitimate. Daniel was the best example of this 
duality: he was leader of the Corporation and 
perpetual chairman of Tory campaign committees and 
the West India Association. Thirteen members of the 
Corporation assisted Lord Somerset's campaign in 
1831 in Gloucestershire. A group of them always 
headed Tory organized petitions. Goldney, Fripp (Jr) 
and Abraham Hillhouse were later reinforced as 
leading Tory activists by Charles Payne, Nicholas Roch, 
Henry Newman and William Watson. Bristol's Tory 
paper, the Journal, never overlooked an opportunity 
to emphasize that Alderman Daniel presided or that 
Councillors Newman and Roch were on a committee.” 

John Latimer’s Annals of Bristol in the Nineteenth 
Century reports that “the city chamberlain's cash-
book contains the following curious item: ‘August 1st, 
1827. Paid James Poole for a scarlet and lilack gown 
and a pair of gloves, the property of Mr George King, 
late a member of the Common Council, £12.’ There is 
no reference to the matter in the minute books, but it 
seems probable that the payment was made to avoid 
scandal. The robes were purchased three years later, 
at the same price, by a new councillor, Mr. H. W. 
Newman.” 

On the lighter side I have discovered that there was 
once a Clifton and Bristol Racecourse that held at least 
2 days racing in May each year, though it’s exact 
location is uncertain. One source says that back in  

 

 

 

1832, a steeplechase took place in the city and that 
“the Clifton Downs, too, boasted a racing circuit for 
both flat races and over the hurdles. That had stopped 
in 1838 but a steeplechase took place in Clifton in 
1848 and also close by Patchway in 1856.” It seems 
HWN was involved with the Clifton racecourse and 
was one of the stewards in 1834 (The Racing Calendar 
by R J Hunter). 

 

 

 

 

MR NEWMAN, THE HUMBLE BEES AND DARWIN 
It seems HWN had made a long term study of humble 
bees, now better known as bumble bees. He became 
an elected member of the Entomological Society of 
London in 1861 and that year donated “A fine 
hornet’s nest, found in an uninhabited cottage near 
Thornbury Park” to its collection. 
HWN wrote articles, mainly about bees, for various 
journals like The Zoologist and the Journal of 
Horticulture, Cottage Gardener, and Country 
Gentleman as well as submitting work to the 
Transactions of the Entomological Society. These 
journals were read by Charles Darwin, who in October 
1861 asked, “Is the female Bombus fertilised in the 
air? Would Col. Newman, who has so carefully 

Thornbury & District Museum         No. 153 November 2016 

RESEARCH NEWS 
 



attended to the habits of humble bees, have the 
kindness to state whether the queen humble bees are 
fertilised in the air or on the ground? I have a special 
reason for wishing to know this little fact, and 
whether the fertilisation does not often take place as 
late as in September?” It seems Darwin’s query was 
probably prompted by a note by HWN published in 
the 15 October 1861 issue of the Journal of 
Horticulture , in which Newman questioned whether 
parthenogenesis [reproduction from an egg without 
fertilization] occurred in bees and suggested that the 
eggs of the queen bee were fertilised by the ‘aura’ of 
the drone. HWN replied to Darwin in a letter. 

“The queens or females of the humble bees are not 
fertilised in the air, and the act of fertilisation takes 
place either in the nest or on some flower, or on the 
ground. 
I have made observations, more or less, since the year 
1798, and give the result—scarcely half a dozen 
instances in sixty years. 
1st. I have seen one couple come out of the nest of 
the Bombus terrestris; these flew away instantly, and 
were united until I lost sight of them. 
2nd. I observed one male and a female come out of 
the nest of the Bombus lucorum, they separated near 
the entrance of the nest in the earth. The male was 
unable to fly, I examined him and found evident signs 
of recent connection. 
3rd. The best view I ever had was at Upton Hall, in 
Northamptonshire, where I saw a male come to a 
young queen which was busy on a flower; they clung 
together, and went about 10 yards to another flower, 
and I watched these for about ten minutes until they 
separated; the male continued united during their 
flight, and both used their wings apparently with great 
ease. 
4th. I saw a couple of B. hortorum on a flower, and 
watched them until they separated; they took one 
flight and separated in about seven minutes from the 
time I saw them first. All these cases were in the 
month of August. 
5th. The next case was of B. muscorum. I watched a 
male of the B. muscorum among some long grass—at 
first I thought it was coming out or going into its nest, 
but on going very near I observed the bee alight near 
a young female of the same species, and after 
showing signs of kindness they flew off in union, but 
so rapidly that I could not follow to observe them 
again; this last was about the first week in September. 
TheB. muscorum is the latest in appearing and the 
latest in nidification. I have seen nests of 
the B. muscorumas late as the last week in August, 
when the combs contained unhatched drones; and 
the latter almost always hatched before the young 
queens. 

Wasps.— I have never except once observed the 
fertilisation of the wasp near Thornbury. On the 7th of 
September, 1847, I was walking with my bailiff, 
Mr. Cossham, of Thornbury, when we saw a curious 
long-looking insect about 20 feet in the air; on its 
coming very near (it was gradually descending) it 
proved to be a male and female wasp united. Each of 
the wasps was trying to fly in a different direction. 
They fell to the ground, and I immediately crushed 
them both so as to kill them, but not to mutilate them 
at all. I had them carefully packed and sent to the 
Committee of the Entomological Society, in London, 
directed to their Secretary; but as ill luck would have 
it, the box was intercepted by some letter-carrier or 
other person, and never reached its destination. The 
queen wasp was more than double the size of the 
male. N.B.— In late seasons such as 1816 and 1860, 
and in a few springs such as May, 1837–1838, I have 
noticed nearly one month difference in the hatching 
of the drones or male Bombi, and I have no hesitation 
in saying that the fertilising of the young queens, 
particularly of the B. muscorum may be retarded until 
the second week in September.” 

Darwin used HWN’s article “On the Habits of the 
Bombinatrices” (1850 to 1851) in his work “On The 
Origin of the Species”.  

 
HWN also commented on other creatures but it is 
usually difficult to know whether his information 
relates to observations made in Thornbury. However 
it is possible that this comment might refer to 
Thornbury Park. “In answer to a correspondent who 
wishes to have a rookery, he must keep his grounds 
very quiet—no guns should be let off, nor should the 
rooks be ever scared away. I had a clump of elm trees 
not far from my house in Gloucestershire (not my 
present residence) where I preserved game ; the 
rooks, being discriminating birds, found out that 
everything was quiet, and that no trespassing was 
allowed, so they took possession twenty years ago, 
and have built on the same trees ever since. In the 
Zoologist it is said—' I heard of one gentleman who 
had a magpies nest in a clump of trees, and slyly 
changed the eggs for those of rooks, while the old 
magpies were away. The rooks were hatched and 
brought up, and next year commenced a colony.' —H. 
W. Newman, New House, Stroud (The Cottage 
Gardener 1849) 



TITHE MAP C 1840 
HWN owned in total just over 445 acres of land at 
Thornbury Park. He was occupying about 100 acres 
himself. Park Mill Farmhouse and land was leased to 
Joseph Neale. The Parks Farmhouse and land was let 
to Mapson Taylor. 

A FANCY CLOCK 
A few years ago a clock came up for sale in the USA. 
The auction catalogue described it as “Very fine 19th 
century dore' bronze and white marble 3-piece figural 
clock set, the porcelain clock face maker marked ‘Hry. 
Marc, a Paris’ and surmounted by a knight on 
horseback, all resting on an ebonized base with 
sterling silver medallion inscribed ‘Presented to Lieut. 
Colonel H. W. Newman Commandant of the Royal 
South Gloucester Light Infantry Regiment 
Militia....after 47 years of service, June 1860’, 
accompanied by two candelabra in the form of lidded 
urns supporting 5 light candle holders; clock: 27"h x 
21"w x 9.5"d; candelabra 21"h x 6" square base. 

 
UPDATES 

Last time (June newsletter) I said it would be 
interesting to see if HWN’s will mentioned any 
children born before his marriage to Frances. 
However it would seem he died intestate, with 
administration going to his widow. The info from the 
corporation of Bristol said he left £1,500, so he had 
probably sorted out his affairs before his death. 
 
HWN’s mother Grizel Newman was, by her husband’s 
will of 1829, to have an income of £200 pa to be paid 
out of Thornbury Park. She died in 1841. 

THORNBURY PARK – THE HOUSE 

Built between 1832 and 1836 its style is said to be a 
“square two-storey neoclassical villa with an Ionic 
portico and a large service wing.  Despite having a 
new mansion HWN is to be found staying at the Royal 
Hotel in Clifton on census night 1841. Although the 
Park is mentioned on the enumerator’s route I cannot 
find the building or any occupants. 
 

 
A description from a newspaper advert in 1904 gives 
us an idea of what the house was like. It had “a 
handsome entrance hall 41ft 6” long, four reception 
rooms, ten bedrooms and two dressing rooms, 
domestic offices and extensive cellarage.” It was 
“approached by a nicely-timbered winding driveway 
and is surrounded by tastefully laid out pleasure 
gardens and park-like pasture land. There is a well-
stocked walled kitchen garden and orchard, good 
stabling accommodation with coach house and 
coachman’s rooms.” In 1938 the ground floor is 
described as having a morning room, a drawing room, 
a dining room and a study. 

 
Thornbury Park circa 1850 

 
"Thornbury Park, Co. Gloucestershire" lithographic 

print by W.Gauci published about 1845 



 
Rear of building 

 
This view from the church tower, over the castle, 

shows the walled kitchen garden. 

 
This modern view shows the arched window which 

presumably lights the main staircase. 

TENANTS OF THE MANSION HOUSE 
We do not know exactly when WHN moved to New 
House in Stroud.  
However it seems likely he was stiil in residence in 
Thornbury in September 1847, when in another article 
he says he dispatched in the post the previously 
mentioned wasps from Thornbury town (and where 
he had nearly 100 wasp nests within five hundred 
yards of his home, destroying about thirty nests in his 
home field, close to his lawn. This article says he is 

feeding a “weak stock of bees with honey”, so I 
presume WHN was a honey bee keeper. By May 1851 
his address is in Stroud. 

JOHN DAVIES 

The 1851 census has 69 year old John Davies, 
Commander Royal Navy, as tenant with his wife 
Maria. The couple were originally from Wales and by 
1861 they are living at Ridgeway, Nr Narberth, 
Pembrokeshire. This estate had previously belonged 
to the Foley family. The Davies family were stiil in 
Thornbury in August 1855 when their son, Robert 
Pavin Davies “of Thornbury Park”, sent out an 
invitation to Lee Thornton Esq to attend a flower 
show. 
The Thornbury Horticultural Society seemed to make 
use of the grounds of Thornbury Park for its summer 
show. (Does anyone know when this 
started/finished?) Below is an advert from 1852. 

 
In 1853 the Society was advertising a Grand Dahlia 
Exhibition to be held at Thornbury Park, with 
Richardson’s “celebrated band”. A coach was to be 
laid on from the Lion Hotel, Broad Street, leaving at 
10am and returning at 6pm. An Archery Meeting “in 
connexion with the same show” was to be held; the 
president was William Osborne Maclaine. “A Monster 
Balloon will ascend on the day at half past 3 o’clock.” 

THE CHURCHILLS 
By the time of the 1861 census the head of the 
household at Thornbury Park was a Russian 
nobleman! In Oldbury on Severn one of the 
inscriptions, in gothic script, reads “ George Joseph 
Denisoff Strohm of Dorpat in Russia. Died Nov 9 1876. 
Aged 80 years.”  Oral tradition in the village told the 
story of a Russian prince or aristocrat who arrived one 
day by boat at Oldbury Pill, lodged at the Anchor and 
then settled in Shipperdine, reportedly living at 
Shipperdine House. It is thought that he may have 
been a refugee from the failed Decembrist Revolt 
which took place Russia in 1825.  However Strohm’s 
death certificate showed that he died whilst residing 
at Thornbury Park; the cause of death was given as 
“Decay of Nature”, certified by Dr W G Salmon who 
was present at the time of death.  In 1861 George 
Joseph de Strohm, born Dorpat, Russia, was living at 
Thornbury Park with his London born wife Jane Sarah 
who was nearly twenty years younger than him. In 
1871 he was still living at Thornbury Park, living on 



income from funds, but the head of the household 
was his unmarried sister in law Anna Maria Churchill, 
so his wife was Jane Churchill. Anna and Jane were 
daughters of a wealthy timber broker Charles 
Churchill Esq of Sussex Place, Regent’s Park. Their 
brother Charles continued as a timber 
broker/merchant in the London area, living in style 
with many servants. The Morning Chronicle of the 4th 
August 1858 reported under Marriages, “On the 28th 
ult, at the English Chapel, Avenue Marboeuf, Paris, 
Monsieur G J Strohm, of Athens, To Jane Sarah, eldest 
daughter of the late Charles Churchill Esq.” I have also 
discovered that Miss Ellen Churchill, sister of Mrs 
Strohm, died of dysentery, aged 40, and was buried 
on 7th September 1858 at St Paul’s Anglican Church in 
Athens. It would seem that the Strohms may have 
lived in Athens after their wedding but returned to 
England to live at Thornbury Park sometime before 
1861.  
Gloucestershire Archives has a counterpart lease, 
dated 23rd September 1874, of mansion house and 
lands called Thornbury Park between Mrs. Frances 
Newman and another sister, Miss Emily Churchill. It is 
thought that the grounds let with the house totalled 
nearly 24 acres. We are not sure whether this was a 
renewal of a lease or whether a different member of 
the family had previously held the lease. 

 The London Daily News 13th November 1876, Deaths 
“Nov 9th at Thornbury Park, Gloucestershire, Monsieur 
G J D Strohm, Professor of the University of Dorpat, 
late of Athens, aged 80.” 

In 1877 a local trade directory lists “The Misses 
Churchill” at Thornbury Park. 

After George’s death, Jane seems to have lived 
Walcot, Bath. In 1881 her sister Emily is lodging with 
her. Gloucester Citizen 13th February 1886, Deaths 
“Feb 6th at 20, Circus, Bath, Jane Sarah widow of the 
late George Joseph Denisoff Strohm, of Thornbury 
Park and eldest daughter of the late Charles Churchill 
of Sussex Place, Regent’s Park, aged 69 years.” 

The sudden death at Hartlip, Kent, on March 23rd 
1882, aged 60, of “Emily Churchill, of Thornbury Park. 
Gloucestershire, youngest daughter of the late Charles 
Churchill, Esq., of Sussex-place” was reported in 
several Kent newspapers. 

Anna Maria Churchill of Thornbury Park died 13th July 
1886 aged 67. She was buried in St Mary’s churchyard. 

THE RODNEYS 
In Glos Archives (D3799/4) there is an 1882 draft 
marriage settlement of The Hon. Robert William 
Henry Rodney “of Thornbury Park” and Miss Henrietta 
Katherine Letitia Williams-Wynn of Howbery Park, 

Wallingford, Berks 1882. If the date is correct it is 
possible that Rodney took up the lease after Emily 
Churchill’s death but that Anna Maria Churchill stayed 
in residence.  

 
Newspaper advert November 1883 

The couple married in 1882 at Crowmarsh. His 
residence was not given in the newspaper article 
describing the event and it is not known whether they 
resided  in Thornbury after the wedding. The births of 
the couple’s oldest children were registered at 
Wallington, Berks and birthplaces on later censuses 
were Ewelme, Oxfordshire and Wallingford. 
Presumably the couple were either staying with 
Henrietta’s parents around the time of the births (a 
later child was registered there as well) or were living 
at Howbery Park or staying at nearby Ewelme village. 
A family tree on Ancestry has one daughter, Gladys 
Frances, being born in New Zealand in Sept 1884 and 
dying there in Jan 1885, but I haven’t been able to 
confirm this. The couple also lost a baby son, Dennett 
Bertie, whose death was registered at Wallingford in 
1887 but I cannot find a birth registration so could he 
also have been born in New Zealand? A New Zealand 
paper “The Star” 27th May 1885 gave a report of the 
New Zealand Grand National Steeplechase when the 
horse of an Hon R Rodney came third. The horse was 
called Berrington; Robert Rodney’s birthplace was 
Berrington Hall, Leominster. One of Robert’s sons, 
Robert Henry, did go to live in New Zealand and 
served in the N/Z army during WW1, so the family 
may have continued their connections there. Can 
anyone find out more about this New Zealand visit? 
Did they also go to Australia? 
The first child born in Thornbury seems to have been 
Hester Pearl who was baptised at St Mary’s on 24th 
October 1888. Her father’s abode was given as 
Thornbury Parks. In the same month Robert was 
promoted to be a second lieutenant (supernumerary) 
in the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars. 
Robert W H Rodney was a man of independent 
means. However he was also an inventor and took out 
various patents for his inventions which included 
improvements to pneumatic tyres, cycle stands and 
fog signals. He also invented some new fastenings for 
sash windows, a new type of reversible latch bolt and 
a design for a domestic fireplace that included “a 
toasting frame”. In 1906 the Automotor Journal 
reported that he had a new patent for “oil engines”. 
 
The 1897 Kelly's Directory of Gloucestershire says 
“Thornbury Parks is the seat of the Hon. Robert 
William Henry Rodney J.P. and the property of Mrs. F. 
M. Newman, of Cheltenham. “ HWN’s widow Frances 



Margaret Newman died at Cheltenham on 22nd 
January 1904, aged 90. On 28th January she was 
buried in the grave of her husband in the churchyard 
at St Mary’s (I suppose the family vault inside the 
church was full or couldn’t be opened at the time of 
HWN’s death?) Thornbury Park estate was 
presumably inherited by one or both of her sons, 
Henry Ashburnham Toll Newman (1911 a retired army 
officer, living in Hampstead, London) and Rev. George 
William Newman (1911 living in a boarding house in 
Cheltenham). Although some sources say the 
Newmans retained ownership until 1914, the Western 
Daily Press on 4th October 1904 ran an advert for the 
sale by auction of the Thornbury Park Estate. It 
reported on 7th October that the estate was sold by 
auction at the auction rooms of Messrs Geo Nichols, 
Howes, Young, Alder and Co, Broad Street, Bristol on 
6th October. The mansion and about 20 acres of land 
“now let to the Hon R Rodney” was purchased by the 
Hon R Rodney for the sum of £3,700.  

The mansion house was known by various names: 
Thornbury Park, Thornbury Parks and The Parks 
(confusingly sometimes also the name of Park or Parks 
Farm). It is also possible to confuse this mansion with 
Park House situated off the High Street! 

Various records of rates show that Robert Rodney was 
still the owner and in residence in 1905. Sadly in July 
1906 the Cheltenham Chronicle reported the death of 
Robert’s eldest daughter, Patience, aged only 22 yrs. 

 

By 1910 Rodney was leasing the mansion to R A 
Bennett, and the 1911 census has the Bennetts in 
residence. In 1911 the Rodneys were living at The Hill, 
Almondsbury. Robert gave his occupation as “Brass 
founder, manufacturer”. Does anyone know where his 
business was? 

It is thought the R A Bennett purchased Thornbury 
Park in 1914. 

RODNEY FAMILY CONNECTIONS IN THORNBURY 
Robert Rodney was related to Eleanor Rodney and the 
St John family of Stokefield House, Castle Street. He 
was also related to the Hume and Lloyd familes of 
Fairfield House, Castle Street. In addition he was 
related to the Mundy family of Thornbury House, 
Castle Street and of the Mundys of Thornbury Farm, 
Bristol Road. They were all descendants of Admiral 
George Rodney, 1st Baron Rodney. 

REPEATING THE MISUNDERSTANDING! 
Many reports, articles or descriptions of Thornbury 
Park over the years continued (and continue) to say 
that the Thornbury Park estate was granted by King 

Charles II to Sir Richard Newman for bravery at the 
battle of Worcester. If you recall from the earlier 
newsletters this was shown not to be the case but the 
repetition of a misunderstanding, as Newman bought 
the estate.  After the restoration of the monarchy the 
King recalled the Colonel’s loyalty and his conduct in 
defending the gate at the Battle of Worcester and 
what he granted was an augmentation to the 
Newman family coat of arms, an escutcheon gules 
charged appropriately with a crowned golden 
portcullis.  

 

Western Daily Press 7th October 1904 reporting the 
sale of Thornbury Park, with the misinformation 

NB. The mention of Seymour Allpass as a tenant I 
think refers to Parks Farm, and not the mansion 
house. I hope to deal with this farm and Park Mill 
Farm, which were both at times included in the 
Thornbury Park Estate, in another newsletter. 

 

 


