
 

 

The History of Thornbury Park: Part Four 
A LINK WITH JANE AUSTEN? 

In her book “Persuasion” (completed in 1816) Jane 
Austen mentions a “Thornberry Park” twice in Chapter 
22, in relation to the character Mr Elliot. 

"Well, my dear Penelope, you need not be so alarmed 
about him. I did invite him, you know. I sent him away 
with smiles. When I found he was really going to his 
friends at Thornberry Park for the whole day to-
morrow, I had compassion on him."....................... 

 "Oh dear! very true. Only think, Miss Elliot, to my 
great surprise I met with Mr. Elliot in Bath Street! I 
was never more astonished. He turned back and 
walked with me to the Pump Yard. He had been 
prevented setting off for Thornberry, but I really 
forget by what; for I was in a hurry, and could not 
much attend, and I can only answer for his being 
determined not to be delayed in his return.”  

Jane Austen may have been thinking of Thornbury 
Park, although in the book her park is situated nearer 
to Bath. It is possible that Austen knew of Thornbury 
Park, as the romantic ruins of Thornbury Castle were 
known as a sort tourist attraction. She may even have 
met the Newmans as the Rev Ashburnham Philip 
Newman, of Thornbury Park, lived in Pulteney Street 
and died there in 1802. Jane knew Bath, staying on 
occasion with her uncle and aunt, the Leigh Perrots 
who had a house on The Paragon; another aunt also 
retired to Bath. Jane’s parents had married in Bath. In 
1800 they also retired to Bath and Jane lived there 
from about 1800 to 1806. She would have known it as 
a thriving spa resort, popular with fashionable society. 

 
TENANTS 1700’S/EARLY 1800’S 

 James Cullimore was baptized at Thornbury in 1686.  
In 1708 he inherited “fourscore pounds” from his 
father, Joseph.  James married Hannah Organ and had 
eight children.  Hannah died in 1752 and James, a 
“yeoman of The Parks, Thornbury” died in 1759, aged 
72.  The couple were buried in Thornbury churchyard. 
I think their son John must have taken over the lease. 
A memorial reads “Sacred to the memory of John 
Cullimore of St Arvans Grange Farm, in the County of 
Monmouth and son of John and Mary Cullimore of 
The Parkes in this parish who died February 26th 1810 
aged 37 years. Here lies the body of JOHN CULLIMORE 
son of James and Hannah Cullimore of The Parks in 
this parish who died the 26th day of December 1792 

aged 60 years.  

 

 

 
 
 
James, another son of James and Hannah, married his 
cousin Elizabeth Cullimore and they seem to have 

lived at Park Mill Farm.   

Can anyone find any further tenants for this period? 

Report in Gloucester Journal 28th August 1810 
Poaching was a real problem for landed gentry in the 
early part of the 19th century. 

 
“PRESERVATION OF GAME, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
DR NEWMAN, wishing to preserve the GAME on his 
estate, called THORNBURY PARK, in the Manor of 
Thornbury. Notice is hereby given, That all Unqualified 
Person, Shooting & Coursing thereon will be 
prosecuted, and Qualified Gentlemen are requested 
not to sport there without leave. 
Mr Wm Cullimore, of Moreton, and Messrs W Chitts, 
Jos Neale & Jos Taylor, Tenants, have the necessary 
instructions to warn off trespassers. 
St Michael’s Hill, Bristol Aug 21, 1810” 
This report gives us the names of some more tenants. 
I believe Joseph Neale was a tenant of Park Mill Farm 
– does anyone have any dates for tenancy? 
 

Report in Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post  
October 1818 

 
This report on a ploughing match tells us that Dr 
Newman’s “chief tenant” was Mr William Cullimore. 
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HENRY WENMAN NEWMAN 
1788–1865 

 
Henry Wenman Newman (henceforward HWN) 
inherited the property on the death of his father in 
1829. He lived in Clifton and I’m not sure if he had a 
paid occupation as such, but he is described in Burke’s 
Landed Gentry as “an army officer and landowner”. I 
don’t think he attended university. HWN is thought to 
have joined the South Gloucestershire Militia in 1814 
(?a volunteer force – “on February 1st 1793 the 
French Revolutionary government declared war 
against Britain, and on February 11th, the South 
Gloucestershire Militia to which Bristol contributed 
some 128 men, was embodied at Gloucester, one of 
the many county battalions charged with Home 
Defence”.) Commission records of HWN, authorising 
his appointment to the rank of captain of a company 
in the Corps of the Royal North Gloucester Militia, 
1820 and Deputy Lieutenant of the City and County of 
Gloucestershire, 1822, were both issued by Henry 
Charles Duke of Beaufort, Lord Lieutenant of the city 
and county of Gloucestershire; his commission to the 
position of Lieutenant Colonel within the Royal South 
Gloucestershire Light Infantry Regiment of the militia 
was issued by the Right Honourable William 
Fitzhardinge Earl Fitzharding, Lord Lieutenant of the 
city and county of Gloucester and the city of Bristol in 
1854. 

HWN was involved (probably a shareholder and 
possibly a sometime director) with the West of 
England and South Wales District Bank formed in 
1834. The bank was constituted with nominal capital 
of £1,000,000 in 50,000 shares of £20 each. The head 
office was in Bristol and branches were opened at 
Bath, Barnstaple, Bridgwater, Cardiff, Exeter, 
Newport, Swansea, Taunton and Wells. By the close of 
1862, there were 32 branches and 42 by 1876. In the 
1860s and 1870s other banks were acquired including 
Allaway & Macdougall (est. 1807) of Ross on Wye in 
1863; Kingsbridge Joint Stock Bank (est. 1841) in 1862; 
Towgood & Co (est. 1819) of Cardiff in 1855; and 
Harwood & Harwood (est. 1862) of Clevedon in 1877. 
Limited Liability was acquired in 1878. 

The bank failed in 1878 but part of its branch network 
was reconstituted in 1879 as the Bristol & West of 
England Bank. The bank's failure had major financial 
repercussions in the west of England.the London and 
Provincial Bank took over its branches and many of 
the managers. 

HWN was involved in Bristol life. In 1827 he was an 
alderman of the corporation and sheriff of Bristol. In 
1839 he was president of the Dolphin Society and in 
1849 of the Gloucestershire Society. (The Dolphin 
Society was founded on 13th November 1749 by 18 
members of the Colston Society who attended a 
dinner to commemorate the birthday on that day of 
Edward Colston, a generous Bristol philanthropist. To 
mark the occasion they made a collection and decided 
that the money raised should be used for charitable 
work within Bristol in order to continue the charitable 
work he had started. The name of the Society comes 
from the dolphin in Edward Colston's coat of arms. 
The story goes that on one of his voyages a dolphin 
became stuck in a hole in his ship which saved the 
vessel from sinking.) HWN was High Sheriff of 
Gloucestershire in 1835. He was a County Magistrate 
and Justice for the Peace and served on the Grand 
Jury at the Gloucestershire Assizes a number of times 
(definitely 1843 and 1846). 

In July 1837 the newspapers reported, “ BARNSTAPLE. 
Mr Newman of Thornbury Park, a County Magistrate 
and late High Sheriff of Gloucestershire, has been 
invited to stand for this borough on the Conservative 
interest.” It seems he did not stand for election as a 
Conservative Frederick Hodgson (who had been 
elected there some years before) was returned in 
1837. 
 
 

 
Henry Wenman Newman 

 
 



THE MANSION HOUSE 
It was HWN who decided to build a large house at 
Thornbury Park, where he could live – the first owner 
to do this since the park was separated from the 
castle in the second half of the 16th century. To create 
his mansion he enclosed small sections of three fields 
within the park (Dry Leaze, Harding Parke and Rushey 
Popley). He oversaw the erection of this neoclassical 
style mansion house, called Thornbury Park, between 
1832 and 1836. HWN may have been helped his 
father run the estate or at least shown some interest 
in it before his decision to build there . Burke’s 1852 
“A Visitation of the Seats and Arms of the Noblemen 
and Gentlemen of Great Britain” says, “The mansion 
of Thornbury Park was built under the direction of the 
present Mr. Newman, between the years 1832 and 
1836. For sometime previously he had ornamented 
the immediate neighbourhood with numerous 
plantations, which are now grown almost to 
maturity.”  

It is not known why HWN decided to build at 
Thornbury Park. However poaching at the park had 
continued to be a problem. Many believed that they 
had an equal right to free-living game as the landed 
classes. They had been undeterred by 150 years of 
increasingly draconian Game Laws, with particularly 
severe penalties for night poaching. Even the prospect 
of an armed clash, as had occurred 15 years earlier in 
neighbouring Rockhampton, resulting in 1 death, 2 
executions and 10 transportations amongst local 
families, had certainly not extinguished poaching in 
Thornbury (The Great Berkeley Poaching Affray). If 
anything, convictions for poaching were on the 
increase throughout Gloucestershire. 
At about 3 o’clock in the morning of Friday 16th 
December 1831, two weeks before Christmas, one of 
Wenman’s keepers was killed by poachers. The man 
who was killed, the leader of four keepers, was 
George Webb, a forty-two year old labourer from 
Thornbury borough. A married man, the father of 
seven children, he was considered to be industrious 
and quiet, though he carried a stick for protection in 
his capacity as gamekeeper. Having separated on 
hearing a gunshot, the encounter in the dark resulted 
in Webb dying in a water-filled furrow in the Mead, 
his skull smashed into his brains with ruthless force. 
The assailants had vanished into the night. But they 
had left an important clue to their presence; the stock 
of a gun, broken in the violence of their attack on 
Webb. Later the same day, statements on the events 
of the night were sworn by the other keepers before 
Mr William Norris Tonge, and an enquiry to establish 
the ownership of the stock of the gun was started in 
the town. By the end of the day, the authorities 
considered that they had enough for three 
magistrates to issue warrants for the arrest of several 

men, charged upon the oath of H W Newman of the 
killing of George Webb. 

The next day, the arrests began. William Clutterbuck 
and Alfred Jenkins were speedy apprehended. The 
ordeal proved too much for Clutterbuck; shortly after 
his confinement, he made a full confession  in these 
words: “I met Thomas Jenkins, Joseph Pearce, Joseph 
Thomas and Alfred Jenkins at Jane Thomas’s on 
Thursday night last; we all met there and made the 
agreement to go to Thornbury Park poaching as we 
did; we shot off once; we heard the gates go and ran 
all up the shrubs; we came out into the field and we 
met George Webb; he came up and said ‘be’nt you 
some damned pretty fellows’, and one of them ran 
after him and they tussled together and George Webb 
went down. I heard the blows: there was Thomas 
Jenkins and Alfred and Joseph Pearce and Joseph 
Thomas, they leathered him and came off; then we 
went on as far as the gate and then we met Jones; he 
came up and cocked the gun and said he would blow 
our brains out, and then Alfred Jenkins went into him 
and both went down; they struck him once or twice; I 
walked on and they all came after me; Jones fired and 
I think he struck Joseph Thomas, but I have not seen 
him since: Thomas Jenkins and Alfred had guns, and 
no one else.” More arrests followed. 
Mr Henry Wenman Newman was doubtless content to 
have the killers of his gamekeeper behind bars, 
though it meant shouldering the expense of a 
prosecution. Business did not stop, however. On 
Thursday 27th December, he attended meeting with 
forty other local proprietors to further the enclosure 
of common lands in the Parish of Thornbury in their 
mutual interest. The lands in question mainly 
bordered the roads surrounding the town of 
Thornbury, though more substantial areas of Oldbury 
and Milbury Heath were included. Despite the 
business at hand, it likely that the recent murder was 
much discussed, particularly as Mr Fewster, the 
doctor who had attended at the scene of the crime, 
was also present. Newman was elected to the 
committee representing the group, required to meet 
on each following Saturday until the terms of the 
clauses of the intended enclosure Bill were decided. 
Their efforts were eventually to bear fruit; the Bill was 
to pass into law in June of the following year, shortly 
after Newman’s forty-fourth birthday, and the final 
enclosure was to be executed in 1836. 

Of the poachers involved in the case, two died of 
fever in Gloucester Gaol before they could be tried, 
one turned King’s Evidence and was eventually 
released, and one escaped capture altogether. The 
youngest, Joseph Thomas, was convicted of 
manslaughter and transported to Australia for life. 
This was actually a very lenient decision by the judge 



as he could easily have been hanged for this offence. 
Ultimately, there seems to have been a general 
reluctance of all those present to sending a teenager 
to the gallows. Perhaps they had already made up 
their minds that Thomas was not a prime mover in the 
killing, and that the two who had died in gaol had 
probably been more culpable, along with the man 
who was never caught. Possibly after a year of Swing 
riots and reform riots they did not wish the 
provocation and the odium of sending a youngster to 
the gallows. (For more details you can read “The 
Game Case” by Colin & Meg Wise, available at the 
museum. This booklet will need a few small 
corrections in light of new information found during 
this research into the history of Thornbury Park!) 

Did the increase in poaching and the death of a 
keeper influence HWN’s decision to build a house at 
the Park, in order to have a greater presence in the 
area and perhaps a big house near the game 
preserves would act as a deterrent? 

MARRIAGE 

At the age of 58 HWN married Frances Margaret 

Goodenough on 5th December 1846. She was aged 

about 33 (born in 1813) and was the daughter of Rev 

John Joseph Goodenough DD, Rector of Broughton 

Poggs in Oxfordshire and sometime headmaster of 

Bristol Grammar School, by his first marriage. Rev 

Goodenough’s second marriage in 1818 had been to 

HWN’s sister Isabella Newman! So in 1846 Frances’ 

stepmother became her sister in law. Her father was 

both HWN’s brother in law and father in law. All very 

confusing! 

I am beginning to wonder if this may have been partly 
a marriage of convenience. Although it would appear 
that HWN had been a confirmed bachelor some 
information found on the internet may shed some 
light on this late marriage. Someone doing research 
into their family tree has an ancestor called Henry 
Augustus Newman who was born in 1840 in 
Bristol. On his birth certificate his father was 
apparently given as Henry Wenman Newman, 
occupation Gentleman. His mother was given as Sarah 
Newman formerly Parker.  In the 1841 census Henry 
Junior was living with his mother and grandmother 
and they are named as Sarah Parker and Ann Parker. 
Sarah Parker was a dressmaker and her mother a 
laundress. The person presumed that Henry Augustus 
was illegitimate.  The 1851 census revealed a second 
child called Julia Ann Newman born in 1841. Both 
births are registered under the surname Newman. In 
1851 Sarah was described as a milliner and 
dressmaker. In 1861 the family is living at 10, Nine 
Tree Hill. Ann Parker is described as a retired grocer 
and Sarah as a dressmaker. 19 yr old Henry is a 

stockbroker’s clerk and his 18 yr old sister “Annie” is 
also a dressmaker. Henry and Annie have the surname 
Parker. 
Henry Augustus Newman married Ellen Povey in 
Bristol in 1865. They had several children but moved 
to Cardiff. One son was called Henry Wenman 
Newman. Henry Snr was described on various census 
returns as either a stockbroker’s clerk or an 
accountant. He died in Cardiff in 1892. 

(A Newman one name study seems to think that a 
child called Charlotte Newman, baptised at Hanham in 
October 1820, was also a child of Henry Wenman 
Newman.) 

It would be interesting to get the birth certificate for 
Julia Ann to see if HWN was given as her father. Also 
does HWN’s will mention any children born before his 
marriage to Frances or were they kept secret? Did he 
pay for their home or education?  

Even if the marriage was not a love match, HWN and 
Frances soon produced children. Henry Ashburnham 
Toll Newman was born on 27 Sep 1847 and baptised 
at Thornbury on 30th November, when his parents’ 
abode was given as Thornbury Park. However it 
appears that the couple had moved to Stroud before 
the birth of their next child George William 
Newman on 1st Mar 1850. Richard Goodenough 
Newman followed on 25 Aug 1851 but he died on 1st 
Aug 1852. He was buried in Thornbury on 7th August 
and his parent’s abode was given as Stroud. The 1851 
census has them living at New House, Thrupp, Stroud.  

By 1861 the couple had moved to Hill Side View in 
Cheltenham. HWN probably died here in 1855. His 
widow Frances moved to Malvern Place, Cheltenham 
and died in 1904. HWN is buried in St Mary’s 
Churchyard (presumably there was no more space in 
the vault inside the church). His gravestone reads 
“Sacred to the memory of HENRY WENMAN 
NEWMAN J.P.  D.L. of Thornbury Park, Lt. Col., 
Commandant of Royal South Gloucestershire Militia 
died July 24th 1855 aged 77 years. Also of his widow 
FRANCES MARGARET died at Cheltenham 22 January 
1904 aged 90 years.” 

So HWN lived for just a few years in his mansion but 
he retained ownership. Once again Thornbury Park 
would be leased to tenants. 

 

Next Time: More about HWN and the house.  

 


