
 

 

The History of Thornbury Park: Part Two 
The Harringtons/Haringtons 

The Abstract of Title continues: 
2 April 1596 Licence from Queen Elizabeth to William 
Glover to convey the Castle & Park of Thornborough & 
divers other premises to James Harrington Esquire & 
his heirs 
6 May 1596 Bargain & Sale inrolled from the said 
William Glover to the said James Harrington of the 
said Castle, Park and divers other premises in 
Thornbury Parish in fee under the yearly rent of £100  
7 May 1596 Letter of attorney from the said William 
Glover to give possession accordingly 
9 May 1596 Feoffment from Thomas Wightman 
Esquire to the said James Harrington & his heirs of the 
said park in consideration of £500  
10 May 1596 Assignment of the Statute Staple to 
James Harrington esquire  
17 August 1596 Surrender of a lease from Wise and 
others to the said James Harrington 
13 November 1596 Deed to lead the uses of a fine 
between the said William Glover & wife and James 
Harrington 
29 November 1596 Exemplification of the fine 
James Harrington was the third son of Sir James 
Harrington of Exton, Rutland. His mother was Lucy, 
daughter of Sir William Sydney of Penshurst Place, 
Kent. (I’m presuming that Penshurst had also been 
one of the properties of Edward 3rd Duke of 
Buckingham and retained by Henry VIII after the 
Duke’s execution in 1521?) In 1552 Edward VI made a 
gift of Penshurst to Sir William who was his steward 
and tutor. The Sidney fortunes increased further when 
Sir William's son, Henry Sidney, married Lady Mary 
Dudley, whose powerful family included John Dudley, 
Duke of Northumberland and his sons Robert Dudley, 
Earl of Leicester and Ambrose Dudley, Earl of 
Warwick. In 1578 Harrington married his first wife, 
Frances (daughter and coheir of Robert Sapcote of 
Elton, Hunts) and they possibly had 16 children. The 
manor of Ridlington was owned by the Harringtons of 
Exton. In 1596, Sir John (afterwards Lord) Harrington 
of Exton conveyed part of it to his younger 
brother James Harrington. 
It would seem that by the end of 1596 James 
Harrington had ownership of most of Thornbury Park, 
except for Fishers Lodge. Harrington also purchased 
property at Oldbury on Severn. One source ( I think at 
Staffordshire County Record Office) has “Lord Stafford 
apparently sold two mills on opposite banks of a 
tributary of the River Severn, the one in Oldbury 1605, 
together with the tithing of Oldbury, to Sir James 
Harrington; in 1611 he sold Kington and its tithing to  

 
 
 
 
Sir John Stafford.” However a note of another record 
(Gloucestershire Archives) has the Gloucestershire 
Commission of Sewers noting complaints against Lady 
Mary Stafford and Sir James Harrington for not doing 
repairs [to the sea wall] in Oldbury as ordered, 1587. 

16 November 1598 Assignment of the said lease 
[Fishers Lodge] from Sir John Poyntz & Richard 
Codrington unto the said Edward Harrington*[sic] 

Frances Harrington died in 1599.  
 

 
 
On the north wall of the chancel in Ridlington Church 

is a small alabaster monument with the kneeling 
figures of Sir James Harrington, Bt. (d. Feb. 1614), and 

Frances his first wife 

 
A Double Wedding 24th September 1601?** 

James and his eldest son Edward made a double 
match with a widow and daughter of an Oxfordshire 
landowner John Doyley of Merton. Doyley had 
married Anne Be[a]rnard(e) of Northamptonshire. He 
died in 1593, leaving four daughters as coheirs, and 
reserving a life interest in the manor of Merton to his 
wife, with reversion to his daughters He also had 
property at Shugworth in Berkshire. Anne was a 
daughter of Francis Bernard of Abington and sister of 
Baldwin Bernard. (** Sources need to be checked to 
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see if the couples did actually marry on the same day 
at Merton. One record on Ancestry online has a James 
Harrington marrying ‘Anna’ Doyley at St Margaret’s 
Westminster in December 1600.) James’s son Edward 
married Doyley’s eldest daughter Margery. As early as 
1604 the two surviving younger daughters of John 
Doyley seem to have conveyed their reversionary 
rights to Merton to Sir James Harrington and to his 
son Sir Edward. 
After coming into their Merton estate the Harringtons 
are thought to have resided partly at Merton and 
partly at Ridlington. James was knighted by James I in 
1603. 
Sir James Harrington before his death paid the full 
£1,095 purchase price for one of the first baronetcies 
in 1611, and insisted in his will that the coat of arms 
on his funeral monument, set up for his first wife and 
himself, be altered to add the date of his death and 
“my stile with a blouddie hand.....” “which though I 
have not pride therein, so I do not disdain that badge 
His Majesty hath given me and my heirs male 
forever.”  King James established the hereditary Order 
of Baronets in England on 22 May 1611, partly to raise 
money from the fees and partly to encourage 
development in the province of Ulster - "for the 
plantation and protection of the whole Kingdom of 
Ireland, but more especially for the defence and 
security of the Province of Ulster, and therefore for 
their distinction those of this order and their 
descendants may bear the Red Hand of Ulster[aka the 
bloody hand of Ulster] in their coats of arms either in 
a canton or an escutcheon at their election".  

Sir James, 1st Baronet of Ridlington, died 3rd 
February 1614, a few months after his elder brothers 
Sir John and Sir Henry. In his will of 16th June 1613, 
he bequeathed Thornbery Parke aka ‘Thornberry 
Parke and property at Merton  to his  “profitable and 
obliging wife” as a jointure estate, but suggested that 
she exchange these lands with some of his eldest son 
Sir Edward’s property, in order  to secure possession 
of her first husband’s estate. He ordered the sale of 
Oldbury and two of his Midland manors, which he 
valued at more than £10,000, to pay his creditors and 
pay for his legacies. However, most of his estates 
were entailed on his heir Sir Edward, who was to pay 
annuities to five of his younger brothers (probably to 
be paid out of Thornbury Park). Sir James also 
warned that “It is to be remembered by my son and 
my wife that Thornbery Parke is charged with a 
hundred pounds a yeare to Mr Glover.....” It seems 
that if the charge was not paid within a certain 
amount of time each year then the whole park would 
be forfeit! 

*16 November 1598 Assignment of the said lease 
[Fishers Lodge ]from Sir John Poyntz & Richard 
Codrington unto the said Edward Harrington 
This Edward Harrington could be James’s son but 
another Edward Harrington had an interest in 
Thornbury Park. Written in 1599 and proved in 1602 
the will of James Harrington’s uncle, Edward 
Harrington of Ridlington, says “Item: Whereas I have 
bought one annuity of three score pounds by the 
yeere rent of my nephew James Harrington going out 
of the Parke or inclosed grounds called Holme Parke 
alias New Parke parcel of the inheritance of the sayd 
James Harrington for and during the natural lives of 
me the sayd Edward Harrington John Wisse and 
Henry Wisse* or the longest liver of them........”. 
Edward wished his annuity to go to his nephew 
James on the understanding that the money would 
go towards the marriage portions of any of James’ 
daughters that were still unmarried at the time of 
Edward’s death. 

17 August 1596 Surrender of a lease from Wise and 
others to the said James Harrington 
*Presumably a member of the same Wise or Wisse 
family involved in another lease or annuity. The 
Wisses were a gentry family who owned the Manor of 
Hope (aka Hope Farm) and other property around 
Thornbury, including a “tenement called 
Brentmarshe”.  In 1596 John Stafford of Marlwood 
wrote a will before his departure on the expedition to 
Spain in 1596. The will was never proved as he 
returned safely, and with increased honours, having 
been knighted by the Earl of Essex, immediately after 
the successful siege of Cadiz. In it he wrote, “I give to 
my neighbour Mr, Thomas Wysse and his wife, of 
Houpe, in the parish of Thornbury, 60s. a peice, to be 
bestowed on a gold ring with a death's head graved in 
it. I bequeath to my servant John Wisse all such 
money as is due to me for rent.” 

 I suspect John Wisse was in a position of 
responsibility in Stafford’s household.A “servant” did 
not necessarily have a menial job. In March 1596 
Edward Wish/Wisse was baptised at St Mary’s Church; 
his godparents were Edward Lord Stafford, Edward 
Veale and “Dorithy ?Covington gentlewoman”.  

James’s widow Lady Anne in or by 1614 married as 
her third husband Sir Henry Poole of Oaksey, 
Wiltshire. His first wife had been a daughter of 
Edward Neville, 7th Lord Abergavenny. Under James I 
Poole became a leading figure in Wiltshire affairs He 
was an MP for Oxfordshire and elsewhere and was 
knighted in 1603. Quite what the arrangement was 
between Sir Edward Harrington and his mother 
concerning the various properties is not certain, but 
she is the “Lady Ann Poole” mentioned in the abstract 
on 1 June 1629. 



1 June 1629 Bargain & Sale inrolled from Sir Edward 
Harrington Knight & Baronet to John Dent esquire of 
all that park aforesaid called New Park or Holme Park 
otherwise Thornborough Park with all Libertys etc 
thereto belonging and all those parcels of ground lying 
in the Parish of Thornborough containing 1000 acres 
and all that Water Mill within the park & 2 messuages 
or tenements in the said Park to hold to the said John 
Dent esquire his heirs and assigns for ever subject to 
the Estate of Lady Ann Poole and to a rent charge of 
£100 per annum to the said William Glover & his heirs. 
Purchase money £4550. 

Lady Anne Poole died in 1629 (presumably after 1st 
June, can anyone find a date?). Sir Henry Poole’s 
interest in the Merton estate came to an end with his 
wife's death, and the manor reverted to the husband 
of John Doyley's eldest daughter Margery, Sir Edward 
Harrington. Although the other Doyley daughters had 
conveyed their reversionary rights to Sir James and Sir 
Edward Harrington, Poole, as his late wife's executor, 
began a suit in Chancery for the recovery of rents, 
debts, and tithes owed by Sir Edward (outcome 
unknown). 
Poole died in 1632. The sole executor and residuary 
legatee was his eldest son Sir Neville, who, Sir Henry 
hoped, would not be “carried away with idle sports 
and vain delights of the world”, but would chiefly 
apply himself to the service of God, and next to the 
good of his country. 
 

 
Monument to John Doyley, set up by his wife Anne 
nee Bernard in St Swithin’s Church, Merton, with 

detail showing Anne (right). 

 
Can anyone find out where Lady /Dame Anne Poole 
was actually buried? 

 
A connection with Shakespeare! 

Anne Bernard, later Lady Harrington, then Lady Poole 
was the sister of Baldwin Bernard and aunt of his son 
John Bernard. This John, later Sir John Bernard, 
married as his second wife Elizabeth, the widow of 
Thomas Nash (nee Hall) of Stratford upon Avon. She 
was the granddaughter and, as she had no surviving 
children, last direct descendant of the poet and 
playwright William Shakespeare. 

 
Elizabeth and her first husband Thomas Nash 

 

 
Thought to be Elizabeth Bernard (formerly Nash) 



Sir Edward Harington and his wife Margery are said to 
have had 14 children. Perhaps in 1629 around the 
time of the death of his mother, or of the sale of 
Thornbury Park, there seems to have been some sort 
of legal case involving “Stafford” (possibly Henry 5th 
Baron Stafford who still owned the castle or his 
advisers) against Sir Edward Harrington. It concerned 
an earlier conveyance by Edward, Lord Stafford of 
land called “the Coppies, Pitties, Milbourne Heath” to 
William Glover [date not stated] with some legal 
papers, including case for opinion and interrogatories. 
These documents are held at Staffordshire County 
Record Office. 
Edward’s son James seems to have acquired, from his 
wife’s family, property known as Swakeleys in 
Ickenham, London. There is a memorial in Ickenham 
Parish Church. 
“Within this arch is immured the bodie of Sr Edward 
Harington Knight and Baronet eldest sonne to 
Sr James Harington of Ridlington Knight and 
Baronet third brother to John Lord Harington of Exton 
in the County of Rutland who married with Margery 
Doylie daughter and coheire of Robert Doylie[sic*] of 
Merton in the County of Oxon Esq, by whom he had 
fourteene children James Harington his eldest sonne 
of Swakely in the County of Midlesex Knight and 
Baronet He was translated hence in October 1652” 
*She was definitely the coheir of her father JOHN (but 
her grandfather was a Robert Doyley). 
Margery survived her husband, but died in 1658. 

THE DENTS 
So in June 1629 Sir Edward Harrington sold Thornbury 
Park to John Dent.   
[Trinity 1629 Exemplification of fine from the said Sir 
Edward Harrington & Mary his wife to the said John 
Dent. However Edward’s wife was actually Margery]. 

John Dent “of New Windsor” 
 John Dent, Gentleman, came from New Windsor, 
Berks. He died only a few years after his marriage to 
Katherine Huxley. An Inquisition Post Mortem was 
held. This is in a book online which has been produced 
using optical recognition so a few words/numbers are 
uncertain. “Inquisition taken at the Castle of 
Gloucester, 9th April 1636 before Henry Holford, esq., 
escheator, after the death of John Dent, Esq., by the 
oath of William Baldwyn, John Harding, John Osborne, 
John Patchy Henry Nicholson, John Clutterbooke, 
Richard Cowledge, Amos Dauncye, William Custos, 
William Cossons, John Playdwell, Walter Crew, 
Richard Kempe, and John Hume, who say that John 
Dent was seised of all that park and enclosed land 
called Holme Parke alias the New Parke alias 
Thorneborough Parke, situate in the parish of 
Thornbery alias Thorneborough ; all those several 
pastures, etc., situate in the parish of Thornbery, 
containing together about 1000 acres, in the several 
tenures of Benedict Webb, gent., — Cullymore, gent , 

John Peaseley, and John Speck ; one water mill in the 
said park in the tenure of the said Benedict Webb ; all 
that messuage in the said park in the tenure of the 
said Benedict Webb, and all that messuage there in 
the tenure of the said John Peaseley. So seised, the 
said John Dent, by indenture dated 8th December, 
1630, made between himself of the one part, and 
John Huxley, of Eaton, in the county of Bedford, Esq., 
Katherine Huxley, sister of the said John, and Thomas 
Huxley, brother of the said John, of the other part, in 
consideration of a marriage to be had (which 
afterwards was solemnized) between the said John 
Dent and the said Katherine Huxley, and for a 
competent jointure to be made for the said Katherine, 
agreed that he and his heirs should be seised of the 
said premises to the following uses : to wit, as to the 
grounds (parcel of the premises) called the Church 
lane, the middle ground or Popeleyes lodge grownde 
or Popeleyes Parke, Wachoke ?basowe, the Mill 
growndes, the Littlemore, the great Purledge, the 
lesser Purledge, and the 3 grounds called the 
Paddocks lying near the Lodge there, containing about 
505 acres; the tenement called the Lodge in which 
John West lately lived, and the tenement called 
Popeleys lodge wherein Giles Randall lately dwelt ; 
which said premises were in the occupation of Henry 
Bridges and Benedict Webb, to the use of the said 
John Dent for his life; and after his decease, to the use 
of the said Katherine Huxley for her life for her 
jointure; after her decease to the use of the heirs of 
the body of the said John by the said Katherine and 
for default of such issue, then to the use of the right 
heirs of the said John Dent for ever. As to the residue 
of all the premises, to the sole use of the said John 
Dent and his heirs by the said Katherine Huxley; and 
for default of such issue to the use of the right heirs of 
the said John Dent for ever. The said John and 
Katherine had issue one son John and 2 daughters 
Katherine and Elizabeth Dent. 

All the said premises are held of the King in chief by 
knight's service, but by what part of a knight's fee the 
jurors know not. The premises limited as aforesaid to 
the said Katherine are worth per annum, clear £? 
beyond a certain yearly rent of £100, issuing out of 
the said premises and granted to William Glover, Esq., 
and his heirs for ever . . . The residue of the premises 
is worth per annum, clear £?  
John Dent died 12th February last past; John Dent, 
Gent., is his son and next heir, and was aged 3 years 
on the 30th January last past. The said Katherine Dent 
still survives at Windsor in the county of Berks.” 
 
It is thought that John Dent married Katherine Huxley 
at Edmonton, Middlesex, on 14th December 1630. 
When he wrote his will on 9th February 1634 the 
couple already had three children and Katherine was 



possibly pregnant again! The will was proved on the 
last day of February that year. John’s will does not 
specifically mention any land or premises, but just 
that all his goods etc are bequeathed to his wife. 
£1200 is to be given to his son and heir John when he 
reaches twenty one, £800 to his eldest daughter 
Katherine ditto, £600 to his next daughter Elizabeth 
ditto and £600 to “that child I suppose begotten 
which if God send safely delivered”. His brother in law 
John Huxley Esq and his brother Giles Dent, Citizen 
and Salter of London, are to be overseers of the will. 

John’s widow Katherine Dent died in 1638, when her 
son John was still only about 6 or 7 years old. Her will 
leaves her son John as her main heir (again no specific 
mention of land etc) with her brother John Huxley to 
look after him in his minority. She wills that her 
daughter Katherine Dent should have all her jewels 
but that her sister Anne Huxley should look after them 
until Katherine “be fitt to weare them”. There is no 
mention of Elizabeth or any other child; presumably 
Elizabeth had died. 

John Dent The Younger “of Thornbury Parke”* 
20 & 21 July 1658 Settlement of the said premises at 
Thornbury on the marriage of the said John Dent with 
Sarah Rochedale spinster, viz, to the husband for life 
to the wife for life remainder to the heirs of their two 
bodies. 
It is presumed that their uncle, John Huxley, looked 
after the young Dent orphans and their inheritance 
until John Dent reached the age of 21. Huxley lived in 
Edmonton, Middlesex. John Dent the Younger’s aunt 
Anne Huxley left him £100 in her will proved in 1654. 
His sister Katherine inherited £300. 

On 7th December 1658 John Dent married Sarah 
Rochdale, who was one of the daughters of a wealthy 
brewer and Citizen of London, Richard Rochdale.  
Rochdale’s will, proved in February 1658, left half of 
his personal estate to his then only living daughter, 
Sarah. Sadly John did not live long. A memorial 
inscription in Edmonton reads “Neare to this Place 
Lyeth interred ye body of JOHN DENT of Thornebery 
in the County of Glocester, Esq sonne of John Dent 
and Katherine ye 5th Daugh'. of George Huxley, of 
Edmonton, Esq deceased. He married Sarah ye 
daughter of Richard Rochdale, Citizen Brewer of 
London, Esq by whom hee had one only daughtr 
Sarah. He died ye 14 day of May, 1659, in ye 28th year 
of his age.” 

In his will John Dent “of Thornbury Parke”  asked to be 
buried in Edmonton Church “neere the seat where my 
loving uncle John Huxley Esq sitteth”. (* Although he 
describes himself as “of Thornbury Parke” I don’t 
believe he ever lived in Thornbury.) He willed, “ I do 
ratify and confirm the settlement by me lately made 
of my Gloucestershire lands upon marriage with my 

now dear and loving wife” and left other lands in 
Essex and elsewhere, variously entailed to his wife 
and any male heir of himself John Dent, to his uncle 
Giles Dent and to his sister Katherine. It seems his 
daughter Sarah, mentioned on the memorial, was 
born probably born after her father’s death and so is 
not mentioned in her father’s will? Presumably she 
died at a young age?  

John Dent also bequeathed “to my most worthy friend 
the now Lord Capill my pack of doggs if he be pleased 
to accept them”. Lord Capill was possibly Arthur 
Capell, 1st Earl of Essex (1631 to 1683), a statesman 
who was a Privy Counsellor, becoming Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland in 1672. (Picture below) 

 

However it may have been Sir Henry Capell, 1st Baron 
Capell of Tewkesbury (Arthur’s brother) who was one 
of the commissioners for the Gloucestershire Court of 
Sewers in 1661. (Picture below) 

 



John Dent’s widow Sarah “ of St Martins in the Feilds” 
went on to marry Sir Thomas Nevill “of ye Savoy in the 
Strand” on 24th Jan 1660/61. The graves of Sir 
Thomas Nevill and his wife Sarah are in the north 
transept of Westminster Abbey. The inscriptions are 
now apparently illegible but were recorded in an early 
19th century book. “Here lyeth the body of Sr Thomas 
Nevill, Baronett, who was Gentleman of the Privy 
Chamber to King Charles the 2d and King James the 
2d. He dyed on the 25 of Feb. 1711 in the 87 year of 
his age. Here lieth the body of Dame Sarah Nevill, the 
wife of Sr Thomas Nevill, Baronett, who departed this 
life the 17th day of Oct. in the year of Our Lord 1710 
in ye 60th year of her age. Here lies also interr'd the 
body of Mrs Anne Elford, wife of Jonathan Elford, 
Esqr. and only daughter and heir of Sr Thomas Nevill, 
Bart. by the above mentioned Sarah. Obiit the 4th of 
May 1728".  

Nevill is not mentioned in the abstract of title but an 
entry in the 1696 Thornbury Tithe Terrier (Modus 
Decamandi) reads:   The Lands called Thornbury Home 
Parkes now belonging to Sir Thomas Nevill and being 
of the vallue of Five Hundred pounds per annum and 
upwards have not in the memory of Man paid any 
Tythe hay nor anything in Liew thereof to the Parson 
or Viccar. 
Sir Robert Atkyns in his book “The Ancient and 
Present State of Gloucestershire”, published in 1712, 
stated that Sir Thomas Nevill had an estate in the 
parish of Thornbury called the Parks, which formerly 
belonged to the Earls of Stafford and adjoined the 
Castle 
Sir Thomas Nevill may also have had some interest in 
Morton Grange estate as there is a document in Glos 
Archives about a dispute circa 1700. In addition John 
Tayer of Thornbury, Gent, a lawyer who was recorded 
as being Steward of Thornbury Castle about 1694 to 
1697 , in his will proved in 1703, mentions his friend 
Sir Thomas Nevill, Bart.  
 
1 June 1664 Deed of covenant from John Carey 
esquire, Katherine his wife, sister and heir of John Dent 
esquire decease,  to levy a fine of the said premises to 
Thomas & James Huxley esquire to the use of the said 
Katherine & her heirs until she make an appointment 
under her hand and seal & then as she should appoint 
indentures of fine levied accordingly 

1 August 1673 Deed of appointment from the said 
Katherine Cary of the said premises to the use of Gyles 
Dent & his heirs in trust to sell the same in two years 
after her decease and to apply the money as therein 
mentioned 

11 April 1678 Release of the several sums of money 
directed by the past deed to be raised unto the said 

Gyles Dent & his heirs & also the premises charged 
with the same 

16 & 17 May 1679 Lease and release of all the said 
premises from the said Gyles Dent & John Cary to 
Richard Newman esquire (created a baronet in 1699) 
his heirs and assign for ever. Purchase money £4500 

So although the Nevills were apparently in possession 
of Thornbury Park, Katherine Dent, John’s sister, must 
still have been party to the inheritance. She married 
(as his second wife; I think his first wife Mary nee 
Baesh may have died in 1657) John Cary Esq of 
Stanwell Middlesex, possibly in about 1661 [online 
there is a record of a 1661release by John Cary, Esq., 
of Stanwell  to John Huxley, Esq., of Edmonton, 
Thomas Huxley, esq., of Lincoln's Inn, Giles Dent, Esq., 
of Newport (Essex), and James Huxley of Gray's Inn  of 
a moiety of the manor of Minster in the Isle of Thanet 
(Kent) etc ..... to the use of the grantor and Katherine 
his present wife for their lives etc....,.] As John Dent’s 
heir (after his wife) his sister Katherine also seems to 
have been an “owner” of Thornbury Park, and it was 
perhaps entailed or in trust to her uncle Giles Dent 
and his heirs. 
 
26 December 1679 Deed to settle an annuity of £6 per 
annum issuing out of the Katherine Wheel Inn in 
Colnbrooke upon 6 poor widows in New Windsor in 
lieu of £100 given to them by the deed of appointment 
of the said Katherine Cary. 
 A record found online says “Katherine Carey, late wife 
of John Carey, Esquire, of Stanwell, in the county of 
Middlesex, by a deed dated 1st August  1673, gave 
one hundred pounds, to be distributed to six poor 
widows (of Windsor), at the discretion of John Cary 
and Giles Dent, Esquires.” Does this imply that 
Katherine was still alive in 1673 (but may have then 
died?) and the £100 was to be paid out of Thornbury 
Park? Can anyone find a date of death for Katherine 
Cary? It seems it was her husband, John Cary, and 
Giles Dent who sold the park to Richard Newman in 
May 1679, according to the abstract.  
The 1679 “deed to settle an annuity” seems to relate 
to another record found online. “In 1679 John Carey, 
by deed in satisfaction of a gift of £100 by his then 
late wife, Mrs. Catherine Carey, settled a yearly rent-
charge of £6 issuing out of his inn and premises called 
the ‘Catherine Wheel’ at Colnbrook in Stanwell, 
Middlesex, to be payable yearly on St. Thomas's Day, 
for distribution amongst six of the poorest widows in 
New Windsor.” This presumably meant the gift was no 
longer to be paid out of Thornbury Park but in lieu out 
of the inn at Colnbrook? (John Cary was related, 
[possibly a nephew or great nephew?], to Thomas 
Kynvet who gained favour with King James I and was 
knighted in1603/4. In his capacity of Justice of the 



Peace for Westminster, and as a gentleman of the 
privy chamber, Knyvet made a search of the cellars of 
the House of Lords on the evening of 4th November 
1605, and discovered Guy Fawkes guarding 36 barrels 
of gunpowder. 

 

Sir Thomas Knyvet (on the left with sword and 
breastplate) apprehending Guy Fawkes 

Richard Newman of Fifehead Magdalen wrote his will 
on 30th January 1693 and it was proved 2nd January 
1696. It included “ Item: Whereas I stand seized in fee 
simple of and in the reversion expectant after the 
death of the Lady Nevill of and in Thornebury Park 
and several Lands and Farms therewithal enjoyed 
situate in the Parish of Thornebury in the County of 
Gloucester which I lately purchased of John Cary and 
Giles Dent Esquires I do give and devise the said Park 
farms and lands unto William Honywood my son in 
law Bart and Peter Walter my servant......in trust and 
confidence that they shall after the death of the said 
Lady Nevill by lease or leases, sale or otherwise, out of 
the issues and profits of the premises or any part 
thereof pay the sum of three thousand pounds unto 
my grandchild Anne Newman when she obtain the 
age of one and twenty or the day of her marriage 
which shall first happen” etc, etc”. 

So it would seem that Newman purchased Thornbury 
Park in 1679 but the property was not actually to be in 
the Newman family’s “occupation” until after Lady 
Nevill’s death, which did not happen until 1710? Is 
this the correct interpretation of “reversion 
expectant”? How did this work – did Newman get any 
return on his investment during the 31 year wait? 
Why are the Nevills not mentioned in the abstract of 
title?   

I will be describing the Newman family in detail in 
another newsletter but Thornbury Park was inherited 
by Richard Newman’s grandson, also called Richard 
Newman. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Benedict Webb 
The inquisition post mortem held in 1636 gives us the 
names of some of the tenants who may have been 
actually working the land and living in the messuages 
(some may still have have had sub-tenants). Benedict 
Webb was an important character. He was a clothier 
at Taunton and then at Kingswood, Wilts and a 
relation by marriage of John Smith of Nibley (who was 
steward of the Berkeley estate).  The Webbs owned 
some land at Alveston; does anyone know where?.  
Webb was involved in making improvements in the 
making and dyeing of cloth. He introduced new types 
of woollen cloth from France and Spain, woven from 
different coloured yarns; these became highly 
fashionable in England and it is suggested that his 
discoveries revolutionised the West Country wool 
cloth trade, helping its survival after a period of 
decline. Oils were imported from the continent, 
especially from Spain and the Low Countries, and 
were used in the cloth making process (to scour or 
clean wool). Webb spent a huge amount of money (at 
least £2000 in trial experiments) developing a method 
to extract oil from rapeseed grown in England. It 
seems he built a mill near Bristol (where?) to extract 
the oil. In 1624 he took out a patent for the " Makinge 
of oyle of rapeseed and other like seeds sowen, or to 
be sowen within England or Wales, for the use of 
clothinge, or for anie other use whatsoever; being an 
art and invention found out by the patentee, which 
hath byn found to be farre better for the use of 
clothinge than that which hath byn yearly brought out 
of the Lowe Countries, and as useful as the Spanish 
oyle yearly imported into this kingdome." Cloth 
manufacturers bought this oil at a much lower price 
than the imported oils. The clothiers of Wilts 
Gloucester and Somerset agreed “that the oyle nowe 
made by Benedict Webbe of rape seeds and other 
small round seeds, is as good and usefull...as the 
Spanish oyle, and more usefull for the makinge of fine 
clothes than the oyle brouhgt yearly out of the Lowe 
countries". One account suggests that Webb was 
mainly raising stock at Thornbury (not unusual for 
clothiers). Webb had access to a number of mills but, 
of course, mills were needed for agricultural purposes 
and in the manufacture of cloth, so it is not known 
which ones he may have used to extract oil. However 
it is known that in 1625 Webb leased from Sir William 
Throckmorton several hundred acres of land at 
Clearwell in the Forest of Dean “including parts of the 
park and Broadfields” for growing rape. Is it possible 
he was growing rape at Thornbury Park and/or using 
the mill (now Park Mill Farm) to produce oil? More 
research required! 
 
More research is required on the other names 
mentioned in the inquisition. There were certainly 



Cullimores in and around Thornbury and some had a 
later connection with Thornbury Park. 
 A Thomas Peaseley, gentleman of Thornbury, left in 
his will of 1693 a number of houses in Thornbury and 
land “in the parish” to his children John, Margaret, 
Alice, Christian and Thomas.  Two John Peaslies are 
recorded in a Lay Subsidy Roll of 1625 at Tockington 
and Compton (Almondsbury).  
 
A George Speck yeoman died in Thornbury in 1533 
but his property seems to have been in Wiltshire and 
he did not mention anyone called John Speck in his 
will. 
 
As yet I haven’t traced Giles Randall or John West. 
 

William Glover’s Rent Charge 
This £100 rent charge is not mentioned in the abstract 
of title after 1629 but is referred to in the 1636 
inquisition post mortem of John Dent. 

I have come across (but not seen the details) a record 
in Gloucestershire Archives ref.D18/317-320- date: 
1807-1814. From Scope and Content “'Act for vesting 
several Fee Farm Rents and Annual Sums, settled by 
Edward Colston, deceased, on the Master, Wardens, 
and Commonalty of Merchant Venturers of the City of 
Bristol, for the Maintenance of a Hospital and Alms 
House in the said City in Trustees, to be sold ....”, 
1807. With Abstract of Title of the Merchant 
Venturers to a ground rent of £15 out of the Rectory 
of Arlingham, release of this to Eliz. Hodges, the 
purchaser, 1814, and certificate of payment. Other 
rent charges: £100 from Thornbury Park, £60 from 
City of Gloucester, and sums from properties in above 
counties, specified in schedules to the Act. 

Could this be Glover’s rent charge? I believe such rent 
charges could be purchased.  

Could it have been Katherine Cary’s annuity from 
1673, and the 1679 settlement by John Cary had not 
cancelled her gift? 

 If it isn’t either of these then what is it and who set it 
up? Is it still being paid by the current owners? Many 
of these rent charges were brought to an end in the 
late 20th century. 

Mortgagee? 

Philpott in his documentary study says Harrington sold 
Thornbury Park “as a mortgagee” but I’m not sure 
how he has come to this conclusion; he gives the 
same abstract of title as his source. Does anyone 
know a solicitor who might be interested and who 
could help us with the technicalities of these 
indentures and other legal terms? 

Another source, Historic England, has “In 1679 part 
of the park immediately to the north of the castle 
was sold to form a separate estate known by 1775 
as Thornbury Park”. The abstract of title and the wills 
of the Harringtons and Dents make no mention of 
mortgage but without seeing the original documents 
it is hard to be certain of the details.  However we 
have seen that this separated part of the former deer 
park was already known as Thornbury Park as early as 
the writing of the will of Sir James Harrington in 1613. 
The 1679 date refers to the sale to the Newman 
family. 
 

Update on Sir Isaac Newton 

Before he was knighted in 1705, Isaac Newton 
submitted a genealogy to the College of Arms in which 
he claimed he shared a common male ancestor with 
Sir John Newton, 3rd Baronet of Barrs Court, 
Gloucestershire. This claim was supported by Sir John 
himself. However one source says “Sir John was happy 
to support this claim by a man who was then one of 
the most famous savants in the world, but in reality 
Isaac Newton's ancestry is obscure and the male line 
cannot be documented beyond his grandfather”. 

The heraldic device of the Newton baronets was 
adopted by Sir Isaac Newton. Apparently in 1798 it 
was added to the entrance to Woolsthorpe Manor in 
Lincolnshire where he was born.  

 
 

Coat of arms of the Newton baronets of Barrs Court 
 
 

 

Remember the information recorded here needs 
checking etc. Please feel free to comment or to do 
more research! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ENG_COA_Newton.svg

