
 

 

The History of Thornbury Park: Part One 
Over recent years Thornbury New Parke Archaeology 
Group has been investigating the vestiges of various 
ponds which are situated in the estate or park that 
was attached to Thornbury Castle. Dave Rowley, one 
of the team carrying out the investigations, has also 
been trying to find out more of about Thornbury Park 
and has provided an outline history. I have been 
researching some of the names mentioned in the 
main source, an abstract of title drawn up for the 
Newman family. I intend to supply the information I 
have discovered and hope that members of the 
research group will be able to make corrections and 
add more details from their knowledge. Can you help 
to hunt down the “missing” characters? What follows 
therefore (over the next newsletters) is an 
amalgamation of Dave’s work, information from Tony 
Cherry’s book about Thornbury Castle, notes from a 
documentary research assessment of the Park Farm 
area by Dr C Philpotts, and my research. 

 THORNBURY NEW PARKE TO c 1555 
The creation of a “New Parke”, also known as Holme 
Park, together with the construction of a castle in the 
early 16th century was part of an ambitious scheme 
by Edward Stafford, 3rd Duke of Buckingham, perhaps 
to promote himself as a possible successor to Henry 
VIII, should the King die without a male heir. The Duke 
already had 2 other deer parks nearby at Marlwood 
and Eastwood, which were created in the 13th 
century, but he obviously wanted a park within which 
his castle could proudly stand. The proposed size of 
this park demonstrates the grandiose plans that the 
Duke had in mind.  
Due to their cost and exclusivity deer parks were 
status symbols and indicators of wealth and power.  
Deer were almost all kept within these private hunting 
reserves (which were used as aristocratic 
playgrounds) so there was no legitimate market for 
venison. The ability to eat venison, or to provide it for 
others, was also a status symbol. Consequently, many 
deer parks were maintained for the supply of venison, 
rather than purely for the hunting of deer. It is likely 
that, by its very nature, the New Parke was used 
mainly for this purpose. 
The Duke was given royal licence to empark 1000 
acres in July 1510 but it would appear that the 
creation of the park commenced in around 1508 when 
the duke enclosed 172 acres of demesne land, 96 
acres of arable land and 32 acres of pasture held by 
his copyhold tenants; this made him; this made him 
very unpopular locally According to Leland: Edward 
Duke of Bukkingham made a fayre parke harde by the  

 

 

 

 

 
castle, and tooke much faire grownd in it very fruteful 
of corne, now fayr launds for coursynge. The 
inhabytaunts cursyd the duke for ther lands so 
inclosyd. The fields taken to make the park are 
detailed in the reeve’s account of 1511/12.They 
included demesne and tenant lands in Valeslond, 
Kingshill and Inlond de Thornbury, in its furlongs of 
Middelfurlong and Netherfurlong; the pastures of 
Calvecroft and Horsecroft, a pasture in Crawele, the 
rabbit warren and the pond by the manor; tenants’ 
arable lands in Bendley and Legast; demesne lands 
called Gavellands; and freehold tenants’ lands. A later 
list of 1556 also specifies arable land in Colcroft 
Furlong, the furlong between Colcroft and Kingshill, 
Long Furlong, and the Parsonage Land. 
 
In January 1515 the duke expanded the Park with 116 
acres of demesne land and 47 acres of pasture held by 
his tenants, enclosing them with ditches and 
palisades.  The duke received a further royal licence 
for a 500-acre park extension in March1517. The 
additional lands taken in included tenants’ arable 
lands; pasture in Redbrooke, Brokeland and 
elsewhere; and meadows in Crawele,Westham, 
Halyhurst, Mayemede and Drypole. The extension was 
alternatively known as Crawle Park and probably 
formed the north-western end of New Park. The 
enclosures of land were investigated by a royal 
commission in 1517. Despite later assertions, it 
appears that the duke did pay compensation to his 
tenants for the lands emparked at this stage, assessed 
by the ducal council. For example John Adams 
received 6s per annum for his pasture at Kington Leys. 
Some pieces of demesne land may have been granted 
in exchange. 
 A rabbit warren, described as in the outer garden of 
the manor house, was incorporated into the park by 
1511/12. This is indicated by the field names Conygre 
in the south-west part of the park, which had been in 
the fields of Calvecroft and part of Crawele. The New 
Park warren supplied coneys and rabbits to the duke’s 
household in the years 1517 to1521. Rabbit meat and 
fur were highly prized by the nobility.  
The landscape within a deer park was designed to 
produce a habitat that was suitable for deer 
husbandry, to provide space for hunting, and was 
intended to be visually attractive as well as functional. 
The boundaries of deer parks typically show a curving, 
rounded plan, possibly to economise on materials, 
and would have significant earthworks (piles of rock 
or soil) topped by park pales (wooden stakes), with 
interior ditches to prevent the deer leaping out of the 
park. The New Parke contained hay meadows, and 
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fishponds (another status symbol). Even today it is 
possible to see the remnants of the old deer park, as 
the boundary of the New Parke closely corresponds to 
the roads that create a loop around the area. The 
deep ditches that run alongside Oldbury and Kington 
Lanes could be part of the original boundary which 
was about 4 miles in circumference and which shows 
the typical rounded corners of a deer park. The park 
directly adjoined the north and east sides of 
Thornbury Castle and its gardens; it had no woods, 
only hedgerows and some trees. 
The castle was never completed. The increasingly 
paranoid Henry VIII had become suspicious of the 
Duke’s motivation and feared that he planned to 
usurp his throne. In 1521 the Duke, being found guilty 
of treason, was executed at the Tower of London. The 
Thornbury estate then became the property of the 
crown. A survey was carried out shortly after the 
Duke’s execution in which the New Parke was 
described; 
 From out of the said orchard are diverse posterons 
(rear gates) in sundry places at pleasure to goe and 
entre into a goodly parke newly made, called the New 
Parke, having in the same no great plenty of wood but 
many heggs rowes of thorne and great elmes.  
The same park conteynneth nigh upon iiij (4) myles 
about, and in the same be vijc (700) deer or more. 
The herbage there is goodly and plenteous, and will 
make £10 towards the keepers wages. 
Following the execution of the duke the tenants 
protested to the king about the late duke’s ruthless 
evictions, for which compensation had been refused. 
The survey of 1521/22 states: 
The late duke of Bukkingham haith encloosed into the 
said parke divers mennes landes as well of freeehoolde 
as copyhoolde, and noe recompence as yet is made for 
the same. And lately he haith also encloosed into the 
same parke 2 fair tenements with barnes and other 
houses well builded with stoon and slate with vc acres 
of lande, and as yet the tenants contynue in the same, 
wherin of necessite some redresse must be, aither in 
amoving the said tenants from oute of the parke with 
convenient recompence, or elles in taking ynne the 
pale as it stode afore etc Thomas Bennett is the 
keeper... There hath been within the said park 13 
proper pounds well watered with a spring, being 
enclosed with a pale 
In 1523 Thomas Bennett keeper had an allowance of 
4d a day with herbage and pannage (feeding or 
pasturage for swine). Leland described this as “a fayre 
parke hard by the castle very frutefull of corn now 
fayr lands for coursynge.” 
During the period of Royal ownership keepers were 
appointed and the palisades and other perimeters of 
Marlwood Park, Eastwood Park, and New and Crawle 
Parks were maintained in the period 1521 to1541. 
New locks and keys were bought for the gates of the 

footpaths in New Park in1534/5, and a rack was made 
for the deer there in 1535/6. The deer in the parks 
continued to be fed in the winters with hay mown 
from the manorial meadows, some of them within 
Crawle Park. 
Henry VIII’s daughter Princess Mary, later Queen Mary 
I, spent about 19 days at the castle, arriving about 
24th August 1525 and departing in time for a 
ceremonial entry into Gloucester on 12th September. 
Mary, aged nine, was on her way to head a vice-regal 
court in the Marches of Wales and was invested as the 
nominal head of a privy council whose jurisdictional 
authority in the marches was second only to the 
King’s Bench in Westminster. Although Henry stopped 
short of formally investing Mary with the title of 
“Princess of Wales”, he was still acknowledging her as 
his successor, and she was following the path of the 
heir to the throne. John Vesey, the Bishop of Exeter, 
was the president of the council.  Mary was 
accompanied by a vast entourage of retainers, 
dressed in her personal livery colours of blue and 
green, and numerous carts carrying equipment and 
provisions for her new household which numbered 
about 300 people. Although some of these were 
already living in the Marches, the majority would have 
had to have been accommodated at Thornbury Castle, 
perhaps making use of the range of old manor 
buildings on the site, and perhaps of the amenities of 
the New Park.  
A crown grant was issued in May 1534. “Anthony 
Kyngeston To be keeper of the New park of Thornbury, 
otherwise called the Holme park, late of Edward duke 
of Buckingham, an office lately held by Thos Bennett, 
late yeoman of the guard, with 4d a day”. Anthony 
Kingston was probably the son of Sir William Kingston 
who was constable of Thornbury Castle in 1522. 
“Keepers” were the men put in charge of the running 
and finances of a park. They were usually men of 
substance who had often held a post at the royal 
court , or were related to someone with connections 
at court. Also in 1534 Richard Hampden was 
appointed Yeoman and Overseer of the King’s Horses 
and Keeper of the King’s Stables at Thornbury Park, 
responsible for running the king’s stud for the 
breeding of horses. He was given 100 shillings per 
annum for the carriage of fodder from the park of 
Thornbury. Henry VIII visited with Queen Anne Boleyn 
for ten days in late August 1535.  It is possible that the 
King took full advantage of the park, as hunting was 
one of his great loves and one can imagine that 
venison would certainly have been on the menu! 
General repairs, especially to the stables, were carried 
out before Henry’s visit.  
Richard Hampden owned at least one of the two 
adjoining Chantry properties in Castle Street. His will 
written in January 1550 (proved January c 1552) left 
"To Ciceleye my wife all that my Chauntrey lyeing in 



Thornbury called Our Lady Chauntrey and after her 
decease to remain to mine heir Edmund Hampden.” 
His son Edmund was also to receive the Lordship of 
Littleton upon Severn and land at Woodstock.  
During his visit the king ordered the settlement of 
outstanding claims resulting from Duke Edward’s 
enclosure of freehold and customary tenant land in 
his parks. The claims were assessed by the officers of 
the king’s council accompanying him, and paid by the 
king’s warrant of 1st September. The receiver of the 
manor then bought out the annual compensation 
payments which were still being made to tenants at 
the rate of 20 years’ purchase. King Henry was due to 
travel on to Bristol, second only to London in its 
commercial importance to the country. However, as 
the mayor’s book states, his moost noble grace then 
fully determyned that his highness would not resort 
unto this his Towne of Bristowe bycause the Plage of 
pestilence then reigned within the said Towne. So a 
deputation from Bristol, with consent from Mr Cooke, 
the mayor, and the council of Bristol, consisting of 
Thomas White, Nicholas Thorne and Mr 
Chambrelayne travelled to Thornbury to meet the 
King. They presented him with 10 fat oxen and 40 
sheep towards his household. Queen Anne was 
presented with a silver cup weighing 27 ounces and 
with 100 marks worth of gold inside the cup as a gifte 
of thes the Kynges Towne and hir Chambre of 
Bristowe. Avoiding disease was always uppermost in 
Henry’s thoughts, particularly while he had no male 
heir to the throne. Thomas Cromwell stayed at the 
castle with Henry in 1535.    
The stud was removed from Thornbury a few years 
before 1541 when the King stayed again at Thornbury. 
In 1547, towards the start of the reign of Edward VI, 
extensive repairs costing £350 were made to the 
castle. This was possibly to prepare it for use by the 
Council in the Marches of Wales, but the intention 
never took effect.  
In 1554 Queen Mary I granted the estate back to the 
Staffords. Mary granted Henry 1st Baron Stafford and 
his wife Ursula the castle, manor, borough, and 
bedellary of Thornbury with Marlewood Park, the 
warren of Mylborne Hethe, the woods of Fynall, alias 
Fylmer, Estwood Park, the Holme Park alias the New 
Park and various lands, certain water mills called 
Newmylles late in the tenure of John Grenhehyll and a 
dovecot in Wolforde, all in Thornbury with sundry 
other manors, lands and reversions. Although the 
estate was formerly that of Henry’s father, the grant 
was made jointly to Henry and his wife Ursula, 
possibly because of Mary’s strong affiliation to the 
Pole family. Ursula’s mother, Margaret Pole Countess 
of Salisbury, had been Mary’s governess. 
Furthermore, Ursula’s brother, Reginald Pole, had at 
one time been suggested as a possible suitor to Mary 

and would soon (1556) be appointed as the last 
Catholic Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Lord Stafford’s accounts at Thornbury Castle in 1554-
1555 show that cattle and sheep were kept in New 
Park, and purchased from the keeper Ralfe Eton to 
supply the lord’s household. The New Park was 
surveyed and measured in December 1555 and 
January 1556. This survey listed the demesne lands 
making up the park. In 1556/7 the grazing of Holme or 
New Park was farmed out for £162 12s 2d. The horses 
of the lord and his servants were also pastured there 
at various times, and work was done on the park 
fence. This suggests that the park was still intact at 
this time, but it may no longer have contained deer 
for the table or hunting. A survey was taken of timber, 
trees and firewood trees in the three parks of the 
manor in January 1557. This found that New Park, for 
example, contained 700 elms worth 5s each and 1,040 
oaks, which were usually harvested for branches, but 
could make short timber, worth 16d per tree. There 
were also young saplings of oak, ash and elm and 
some fruit trees. 
Although the castle and its lands were restored to the 
Staffords they did not make it their main residence 
and did not have the money to properly maintain it, 
but a steward lived on site for most of the time. The 
manor still had to be administered and civic 
responsibilities had to be performed. It would seem 
that the Staffords decided to raise money from the 
New Parke land. 

THE ABSTRACT OF TITLE 
The schedule or abstract of the title of “Thornbury 
Park, or the Holme Park, or New Park in the Parish of 
Thornbury” is held at Gloucestershire Archives 
[D1655/8]. It is a handwritten document (possibly 
produced c 1860?) which records extracts from the 
original deeds (1555-1748). Do the originals still exist? 
As the extracts miss out many details it is not always 
clear how the property passed from person to person. 
Also it is difficult to assess if part is being taken by a 
tenant or being either mortgaged or sold, with lease 
and release. Some deeds seem to include the castle – 
we are not sure why. Clerical error? Or was the castle 
included at some points? 
Timeline for Baron Staffords - Henry 2nd Baron 
Stafford inherited from his father in April 1563. He 
only held the barony for 3 years, being succeeded by 
his brother Edward 3rd Baron Stafford in April 1566. 
He married Mary Stanley, daughter of Edward Stanley, 
3rd Earl of Derby, in November 1566.He died in 
October 1603. 

 
Southlowe (or Seintlowe?) 

31 March 1555 Grant from Henry Lord Stafford to 
John Southlow and Edward Southlowe of annuity of 
£66 per annum issuing out of his manors & lands in 
Gloucestershire for their lives.  



Southlowe is an extremely rare name: I think that the 
writer of the abstract when transcribing the original 
deeds may have misread the name Seintlowe. This 
name has many variants and local connections for 
example in 1528 Sir William and Sir John Senyntlowe 
were appointed Stewards of the Hundred of 
Thornbury and Masters of the Hunt; Sir John St Loe, or 
Seyntlowe,MP, of Sutton Court and Tormarton was 
“Steward of Thornbury and constable of Thornbury 
castle” with Sir William Kingston 1528 – 1540 and sole 
constable until his death. He had probably been 
Kingston’s ward and married her daughter Margaret.  
“Sir John Seyntloo & Edward Seyntloo were given a 
grant in 1549 of the office of keeper of E[a]stwood 
Park”. Sir John St Loe died in 1559, but his son Edward 
lived until 1578 so may fit the next entry 12 May 1571 
Deed for the better payment of the said annuity. 
A History of Parliament Online says Sir John was the 
cousin of Sir Thomas Speke and a kinsman of Sir 
Thomas Arundell (Queen Catherine Parr’s chancellor). 
It says “The succession crisis of 1553 faced St. Loe 
with a hazardous decision. On 18 July Jane Grey and 
her Council wrote to him and Sir Anthony Kingston 
ordering them to muster forces and march to 
Buckinghamshire in her support. Three or four days 
later St. Loe was at Longleat, whither he had gone 
presumably to concert action with Sir John Thynne [of 
Longleat], and there received from his cousin Sir 
Nicholas Poyntz intelligence that Queen Mary had 
been proclaimed in London. Whatever course of 
conduct the two may have envisaged, the news that 
Jane had been repudiated in London left them no 
choice; Thynne proclaimed Mary at Warminster and 
St. Loe doubtless hastened into Somerset with a 
similar resolution. The new regime at first left him 
unscathed but both he and his sons, however, stood 
suspect and were to be penalized. In February 1554 
Sir William St. Loe was arrested in connexion with 
Wyatt’s rebellion, and in May 1556, suspicion of their 
complicity in the Dudley plot earned his younger 
brother a spell in the Fleet and his father house-arrest 
under a recognizance of £1,000.” 

Fishers Lodge, John Newton & Heirs 
12th February 1571 Lease from Lord & Lady Stafford 
to John Newton esquire of Fishers Lodge within the 
New Park, Thornbury  
15th May 1588 “Settlement of the before mentioned 
lease of 1571 by the said John Newton on his 
marriage.” 
19 January 1598 Assignment of the said lease made to 
the said John Newton from George Upton & Frances 
his wife, daughter of said John Newton to Richard 
Codrington 
8 April 1598 Assignment of the lease of Fishers Lodge 
from Elizabeth Bowerman executrix of William 
Bowerman who was the assigne of John Newton and 
Richard Codrington 

16 November 1598 Assignment of the said lease from 
Sir John Poyntz & Richard Codrington unto the said 
Edward Harrington* [see last page] 
John Newton may have been a member of the 
Newton family connected with East Harptree, Barrs 
Court and Hanham. The various sources I have looked 
at online are very muddled! He was possibly one of 
the 20 children of Sir John Newton who married 
Margaret Poyntz, a daughter of Sir Anthony Poyntz, at 
Iron Acton in 1531. The History of Parliament Online 
has a John Newton (who was his wife?), of East 
Harptree, whose only child, Frances married George 
Upton of Wells [possibly in 1591]. Can anyone work 
out if this is the correct John Newton?  I think the 
famous scientist Sir Isaac Newton is descended from 
the Newtons of Barrs Court? The Gloucestershire 
Poyntz family had long been associated with 
Thornbury Castle and Manor, acting as Stewards etc. 
Was this Sir John Poyntz of Iron Acton (1560 to 1633) 
who sold the manor of Tockington in 1609? 
Confusingly The History of Parliament Online has this 
Sir John Poyntz marrying as his third wife a Frances 
Newton, daughter of a John Newton! Other internet 
sites do not have this marriage. Can anyone confirm 
the truth? The Codringtons were also connected by 
marriage to the Poyntz family. Is he the Richard 
Codrington of Dodington who married Joyce [aka 
Jocosa] Borlase daughter of John Borlase of Little 
Marlow, Bucks?  
George Upton was an MP for Wells. Frances Newton 
was his first wife and they are reputed to have had 
only one child, a daughter who probably died early 
(she was not in her father’s will). Frances died 
[when?] and George remarried but no had no issue. 
Upton died at Bristol on 25 January 1609. In his will a 
bequest to one of his nephews was conditional on the 
latter publicly renouncing Catholicism. His principal 
heir was his nephew Edward Bysse. In accordance 
with Upton’s will, which allowed for his burial at the 
place of his death if this event occurred at any great 
distance from Wells, he was interred in the Lord 
Mayor’s Chapel in Bristol. 

 
George Upton’s Tomb 



I believe William Bowerman or Boreman was also an 
MP for Wells, in 1572. He married Elizabeth Longe, a 
widow, and had two children. Henry Newton of Barrs 
Court was an MP for Wells before him and James 
Bisse and George Upton came shortly after him. 
Boreman died in 1590. If this is the right person it 
seems to link with the Newtons and George Upton. As 
yet I have not found William Boreman’s will – it might 
mention Thornbury? 

Edward 3rd Baron Stafford had to seek crown 
permission to sell off many of the properties that his 
father had worked so hard to retrieve from the crown.  
He was a “known wasteful man”, lived beyond his 
means and was said to have squandered most of his 
inheritance.  The Thornbury estate was reduced when 
Eastwood Park was acquired by Thomas Tyndale 
between 1565 and 1568. The park was probably sold 
to Tyndale to raise money. Edward Stafford was 
perhaps not a good person to do business with. In 
1573 Baron Stafford sold Caus Castle in Shropshire to 
the Sir Rowland Hayward, Lord Mayor of London, for 
£1833 6s 8d. Hayward settled the property on his 
daughter Joan when she married John Thynne, heir of 
Sir John Thynne of Longleat, in 1576. The property 
however was to cause 30 years of anxiety to the 
families as Stafford refused to yield possession, 
steadfastly refusing all efforts to make him give the 
premises up. In 1578 he expelled the Thynnes’ tenants 
that they had managed to move in. Stafford was 
summoned before the Council in the Marches of 
Wales, but refused to appear, and though judgement 
was given against him it could not be carried out.  In 
1582 after the Assizes, Hayward thought Stafford 
would yield but in 1587 Stafford was still so far from it 
as to call Joan’s brother-in-law Henry Townshend, the 
lawyer, Justice of Chester and one of the Council in 
the Marches, “an open cankered enemy”. Stafford 
wished to meet Townshend and John Thynne a mile 
out of town with his sword! By 1590 the Thynnes had 
gained possession at law of Caus Castle but Stafford 
defied calls by the Privy Council and the Council in the 
Marches, and continued his occupation. On 28 May 
I591 John Thynne, with the help of the sheriff of 
Shropshire , assaulted the Castle while Lord Stafford 
was away. Lady Stafford with a small force withstood 
them for a time but they entered and expelled her 
“with small hurt doon”. Thereafter, as her husband 
was often away in London or at Court, it fell to his 
Joan to defend Caus from Lord Stafford, who initiated 
numerous lawsuits in a vain attempt to recover the 
castle. While involved in the legal proceedings Joan 
also had to worry about Stafford attempting to 
repossess the castle, and she kept two arquebuses 
and muskets in her bedroom.  Her letters mention the 
defence of the castle and there are repeated requests 
to her husband to send gunpowder! 

Main Part of The Park: Wightman, Starkey 
and Glover 

30 May 1572 Bargain & sale enrolled from Edward 
Lord Stafford to Lady Mary his wife reciting several 
grants from Queen Elizabeth of all that Park called the 
Holme Park otherwise the New Park of Thornbury 
otherwise Thornborough Park in the County of 
Gloucester being Parcel of the Manor of Thornbury 
unto Thomas Wightman & Thomas Starkey their heirs 
& assigns for ever to be holden of the Queen. Purchase 
Money £3466 13s 4d Indenture of fine. 
31 May 1572 Assignment of statute staple from Lord 
Stafford, 2 parts    2 June 1572 Defeazance on statute 
staple from Lord Stafford 
 It is possible that Wightman was Thomas Wightman 
(aka Weightman, Whitman) of “Stoake near Newarke 
upon Trent, Notts, gentleman” who I think also held 
estates at Burbage and Hinckley, Leics. There seems to 
be a connection with William Glover as in 1592 Ansley 
Manor was mortgaged and later sold to “William 
Glover, citizen and dyer of London who was later a 
knight and alderman” by Thomas Wightman, and his 
father George Wightman. The National Archives has a 
1615 “Valuation of lands of Thomas Weightman, 
deseased[sic], in East Stoke, Nottinghamshire, and in 
Leicestershire and Warwickshire “. Can anyone 
confirm this man or find any other candidates?  

The Thomas Starkey (aka Starkie, Starky) I am 
suggesting as our man is very interesting. He   was a 
skinner and merchant based in London, a member 
and 4 times Master of the Skinners Guild 
[1574/78/81/84.] He married two daughters of former 
Lords Mayor of London (Sir Alexander Avenon and Sir 
William Allen).  Starkey was an Alderman from 1576-
1588 and he was also served as Sheriff in 1578. He 
had the distinction of being made a Citizen of London. 
In the 1570's he was importing linen from Dieppe and 
Hamburg, and exporting Welsh cottons to Rouen. He 
was a charter member of the Spanish Company and 
employed a factor in Spain. He had a connection with 
the Moroccan trade from this time, buying part of a 
house in Agadir from Arthur Dawbeney. In the early 
1580's he was exporting linen and other goods to 
Morocco. Starkey was one of the 40 or so charter 
members of the Barbary Company that were led by 
Ambrose, Earl of Warwick, and Robert, Earl of 
Leicester, under a Letter of Patent from Queen 
Elizabeth. In 1587-8 he was the 10th largest importer, 
with imports of sugar, succades (candied peel), indigo 
and gum arabic valued at £1208 13s 4d. Starkey was 
deceived by his apprentice Arthur Frank, his son-in-
law Matthias Dolman and probably one of his sons. 
They appeared to have sifted off large amounts of 
Thomas's goods and sold them for their own benefit. 
Starkey wrote all about this in his very unusual will – a 
diatribe berating these people as leaving him 



penniless and unable to pay his creditors but he was 
still able to bequeath considerable property to his 
wife, Joan.  
13 November 1579 Statute Merchant from Wightman 
& others to Glover for £2000 
6 February 1579 Licence or pardon of alienation from 
Queen Elizabeth to the said Wightman & Starkie 
31 March 1582 Release from the said Thomas Starkie 
to the said Thomas Wightman & his heirs of all that 
his moiety of land premises granted by Lord Stafford 
15 Oct 1587 Assignment of 2 leases from Starkie to 
Wightman of premises in Thornbury 
9 November 1588 Mortgage of the New Park from 
Thomas Wightman to William Glover in fee for £1000. 
Defeazance & Statute Staple 
29 June 1590 Statute Staple & assign of ditto from 
Wightman to Glover   
 29 June 1590 Release of equity of Redemption of the 
New Park from the said Thomas Wightman to the said 
William Glover for the further sum of £1600 
6 November 1590 Licence or pardon of alienation from 
Queen Elizabeth to the said William Glover 
18 January 1594 Deed of release & confirmation of the 
New Park for Edward Lord Stafford to the said William 
Glover and his heirs & indenture of fine 
A court of survey seems to have been held at 
Thornbury in March 1583 by an order from the Lord 
Chancellor and the Lord Treasurer; evidence was 
received from four juries for the tithings of Oldbury, 
Kington and Morton, and the borough of Thornbury. 
In the survey it was stated that New Park consisted of 
600 acres of arable, meadow and pasture land, with 
three lodges and twelve fishponds.  There were no 
woods in either New Park or the 300 acre Marlwood 
Park, but only hedgerows. Some of these probably 
represented internal divisions, dividing the parks for 
grazing. 
Two of these lodges are possibly now represented by 
Park Farm and Park Mill Farm, (which may be the 
stone and flint tenements mentioned in the 1521/22 
survey). Was Fishers Lodge at the now Park Farm site 
near the old fishponds? 
By 1590 Wightman and Starkie seem to have 
transferred the mortgage over to William Glover who 
by 1594, with the Queen’s permission, may have 
actually purchased the park from Edward Lord 
Stafford? It could still have been mortgaged but from 
this time onwards the abstract no longer mentions 
either the Staffords or the Crown.  
William Glover was a dyer and a Citizen of London. He 
served as Sheriff in 1601 and was one of the 17 
aldermen knighted at Whitehall in July 1603 by the 
new King, James I. An account on the Glover family 
says Glover had lands at “Hillingdon and Isleworth, 
Middlesex, Thornbury, Gloucestershire, and Kirkby 
Mallory, Leicestershire”. 

 
The above record seems to imply they “had” the 
castle as well? 
2 April 1596 Licence from Queen Elizabeth to William 
Glover to convey the Castle & Park of Thornborough 
& divers other premises to James Harrington Esquire 
& his heirs 
6 May 1596 Bargain & Sale inrolled from the said 
William Glover to the said James Harrington of the 
said Castle Park and divers other premises in 
Thornbury Parish in fee under the yearly rent of £100. 
(This was an annuity to be paid to William Glover.) 
7 May 1596 Letter of attorney from the said William 
Glover to give possession accordingly 

9 May 1596 Feoffment from Thomas Wightman 
Esquire to the said James Harrington & his heirs of the 
said park in consideration of £500 
10 May 1596 Assignment of the Statute Staple to 
James Harrington esquire 
17 August 1596 Surrender of a lease from Wise and 
others to the said James Harrington 
13 November 1596 Deed to lead the uses of a fine 
between the said William Glover & wife and James 
Harrington 
29 November 1596 Exemplification of the fine 
Sir William Glover died in December 1603. A 
monumental inscription was erected in the chancel of 
St Stephen, Coleman Street, London,by his widow 
Lady Anne Glover. He left two sons, Thomas and 
William, and five daughters viz. Susan, Elizabeth, 
Mary, Alice and Anne, married to Barne Roberts Esq of 
Willesden, Middlesex. Glover’s will was written in 
October 1603 and proved in March 1604. In it he 
bequeathed to his heirs the £100 annuity paid out of 
Thornbury Park. 
 
It is interesting to note that Edward Baron Stafford 
seemed to do business with a number of aldermen 
and merchants of London. It is fairly certain that none 
of these men lived at the New Park, but were making 
an income from the land – probably by leasing it out? 
Please remember this is all work in progress. If you 
can correct errors or find out more it would be very 
helpful!        *Next time – The Harringtons and how 
the Newman family acquired the property. 


