
 1 

 

Welcome to the final edition of the newsletter for this 
academic year. Firstly, apologies for the missing issue of 
the newsletter from January to March—it was a very 
busy term in school! Everyone at the Sheiling School has 
been hard at work this summer term as well as making 
sure we take the time to enjoy and look after the school 
grounds which look incredible at this time of year. We 
hope you enjoy reading about what we have all been up 
to.  

St. John’s Day  

St John’s Day was celebrated on Friday 24th June. The school enjoyed listening to the story of our 
school play this year which had been written by Dean, Seniors A Class Teacher. The play involves a 
school celebrating St John’s day themselves so it was very fitting. After the story everyone made their 
way outside for a whole school photograph—narrowly avoiding a huge downpour! The rain did not 
manage to dampen our spirits or the fire, which was lit by Charlotte , our only 
school leaver this year. Around the fire, pupils and staff enjoyed Sheiling School 

elderflower cordial and biscuits made in our very 
own bakery.  

Festivals This Term 

News in brief 

 Festival celebrations 

 Class news  

 Summer Fair  
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Ascension Day  

On Thursday 5th May, the school marked Ascension Day with a walk to St. Arilda’s church. Once there, 
we enjoyed a whole school picnic in the bright, brilliant sunshine overlooking the Severn Estuary. For 
some pupils this was a familiar walk to celebrate Ascension Day. For others, however, it was a first . 
Everyone did very well and attempted all or some of the walk.  
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Class 3 News 

In Class 3 this term, we have been learning about house building, and we have been busy constructing 

shelters both in and out of the classroom. Jacob and Alex worked out how to put up an A Frame tent 

and used a log hammer to drive the pegs into the ground…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… while Dylan, Dawid and Louis explored making a tepee in the classroom. 

 

Class 3 have really enjoyed hearing stories from the Old Testament, and have been inspired to make 

some beautiful artwork. 

Alex and Dylan drew Moses being placed among the bulrushes.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dawid and Jacob drew the river 

Nile turned into blood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex drew Moses on the top of Mount Sinai. 

 

 

 

Classroom News 
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Explorer Class 

Over the past term, as the weather has been getting warmer, the Explorer Class have been getting hard 

to work outside. They have begun clearing a new area of the school outside Chalice flat to make way for 

a fire pit and wood chopping area and have even been improving the flat’s kitchen as a new space for 

food preparation and meals together. They have also been learning about the germination process and 

have been sowing seeds throughout the season hoping to eventually harvest some delicious pumpkins, 

courgettes, cucumbers and sweetcorn. The class have also made sure that their vegetable patch looks 

good and have started a Sunflower growing competition, choosing their own varieties online to com-

pete in various different categories. Watch this space! They have even found time to design different 

items in the Pallet Project such as bird houses, a chicken coop, a gate and a bench.  

Millie Irvine, Explorer Class LSA  

Adventure Class 

Shelter Building Main Lesson 

Adventure Class have been busily working to develop our own Bushcraft area this term. Along with the 

hard work and skills kindly given by Woodland Class, we have almost complete our new Bushcraft shelter 

whilst also developing the surrounding area to create a beautiful outdoor learning space. 

Rob Ellis,  Adventure Class Teacher  
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 Woodland Class  

New shelters everywhere (cont’d)…  

In our last Newsletter, back in December, we reported on all the new shelters that were being built; 

the new rabbit and chicken runs, the Avalon Garden Pizza Oven Shelter and the new Bushcraft Area 2 

Shelter. The Pizza Oven Shelter was finished around Easter and the Bushcraft Area 2 Shelter is nearing 

completion. The design for the latter is based on a combination of a North American tipi and a Central 

Asian yurt and it will house benches and a stove for comfort and warmth. The Woodland Class has 

been helping the Adventure Class with all the work in Bushcraft Area 2. Below are some photographs 

of both the shelter. 

Joris De Bruycker, Outdoor Curriculum Teacher 
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Seniors B news 

Charlotte and Kathryn have worked very hard throughout the year on numerous EQUALS units cover-

ing a wide range of topics—PHSE to Art.  For the last term, Seniors B have been looking at work expe-

rience and accessing the local community. For their work experience placement Seniors B went to 

the school office. Whilst there, the pupils helped the office staff with jobs such as shredding and    

photocopying as well as taking break time orders for tea and coffee.  Their placement tied in with an 

EQUALS Moving On topic ‘The Work Place’ which they will receive a certificate for.  

Once a week the class have been walking into Thornbury  to access the local amenities. The pupils 

have enjoyed visiting the library, the playground, the garden shop, the supermarket and the café. 

This has also linked into an EQUALS topic ‘Using the community for leisure’ and has encouraged the 

pupils to work on their functional skills, such as communication and money work, in different con-

texts. 

This July we are saying a sad farewell to Charlotte who is moving on after 3 years, as she is now 19 

years old. Charlotte has become very well known and liked throughout the school and will be greatly 

missed. Charlotte’s family, Kate, Alex, Hannah and her grandparents, have always been so supportive 

of the school and we hope to keep in touch with you all.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isabel Crawford. Seniors B Class Teacher 
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Seniors A News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Art this term Seniors A have focused on the work of Joan Miró, a prodigious Spanish painter, 
sculptor and ceramicist known for his joyous, colourful and exuberant works. This project has  
really pushed the class to work outside of their comfort zone as it has required free and          
spontaneous mark making and demanded the pupils respond to their images as they develop. 
 

Although all four were given the same resources, guidance and support, the four finished            

canvases varied dramatically and were all beatifically unique and striking. 

They were delighted with their work and were proud to hang them together in the in the class-

room.  

 

Alice Watts,  SLSA Seniors A 
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Craft  workshop news  

Handwork   

It’s been a busy time in Handwork. After working on it for nearly a year, Harry, with the help of George 

and Yannick, has finally completed the felted bunting for Friday Tuck Shop. The process has had a few 

different elements to it. All three pupils have engaged in the fleece to felt process to make the triangles, 

starting with the raw fleece which has been dyed, teased and carded before being layered, felted and 

finally cut to shape. Harry, Yannick and George have learnt new sewing skills. Each letter and a star has 

been cross stitched which was then sewn in back stitch to the felted triangles. Each triangle was given a 

decorative edge which was sewn on in blanket stitch and lastly, pinned to a strip of material which was 

all connected with a running stitch.  They helped to put it up before its grand unveiling! Thank you Harry, 

George and Yannick for all of your hard work!  

 

 

 

 

 

In June, we took our annual trip to Cotswold Farm Park where we saw some sheep shearing and            

collected fleece for our many Handwork projects. Cory and George enjoyed the day, watching closely as 

we saw the shearer take off the fleece whilst trying to control the wriggling sheep! They fed some lambs 

and kids and even played with some 10 day old piglets as well as petting the chicks and rabbits. We 

shared a picnic together and even had time for an ice cream and a play in the park. A great time had by 

all despite the rain!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Butt, Handwork Teacher  
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Bakery  

In the bakery all the classes have been busy working on making cakes, biscuits, sunshine bars, bread and 

salad. The Explorers have made pastry to make tartlets and they have made healthy snacks for their 

break time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

 

              

 

 

Seniors A have been making food from different cultures. They made sushi with different types of rice 

and shared it at the end of the lesson. 

 

 

 

 

Anna-Marie Perry, Bakery Teacher  

Kathryn is making some really healthy almond and coconut cookies. She loves baking! 

Harry made cupcakes which were taken to his classroom to be shared with the others for a break 

time treat. 

Class 8 have also been making healthy salads to take to lunch to share with 

everyone. This is Rhys’s salad tractor. 
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Eco-Schools 
 
 

On Friday 17th June the Sheiling School took part in Empty Classroom Day, an Eco-School and Keep Brit-
ain Tidy campaign.  The campaign aimed to encourage as many schools around the country as possible 
to spend the day learning outdoors. At the Sheiling School we are very lucky that a great number of the 
pupils have at least one lesson every day when they are based outdoors—some are outdoors all the 
time! However, we saw it as a great opportunity for pupils to choose an area they would like to work on 
outside and turn it into a land activity day. In an assembly pupils were asked to think about where they 
might like to work, the suggestions were fantastic!  Rohan wanted to fill the pond in the sensory garden, 
Clayton wanted to clear the chicken run of nettles and the Explorer Class wanted to tidy up behind Chal-
ice so they could use the area. Along with some other tasks, everyone got stuck in on the Friday morning 
and made a huge difference to these spaces around school. Well done everyone!  
 
 

And in other news…. 
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School Council  
 
The school council meet every half term to discuss matters involving the school and the pupils. At the 
last meeting the council talked about collecting views and opinions from pupils about the school. Council 
members were asked to  go back to their classes and ask everyone to fill out a pupil survey to collect to-
gether some data. We had an incredible assembly where everyone presented their ideas and we collect-
ed them together on the blackboard. It was great to hear about what everyone liked and enjoyed about 
the school but also to hear about what pupils did not like so much or what they would like more of.  The 
school council is very much looking forward to the new school year in September as the meetings have 
gone from strength to strength with much more pupil participation and involvement.  
 
 

Tuck shop 
 
Throughout this school year Seniors B have been running a tuck shop on Friday mornings for Class 3, 
Cass 8 and Seniors A. The tuck shop allows pupils to practice their money skills and social skills in a safe 
context. Pupils use PECS, tokens and coins to  buy fruit, crisps, popcorn, fruit juice and water.  
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This year’s Summer Fair was a memorable day, despite the weather not being to our advantage!  
After days of glorious sunshine we sadly had torrential rain on the eve of setting up the event.  
On the morning itself staff gathered to decide whether we should be indoors or outside.  
After collecting detailed weather reports and receiving an early morning soaking, it was decided that the 
only sensible decision was to move inside. Disappointingly it then remained dry until after the fair had 
ended! Better luck next year – it’s high time! 

 

 

 

 

 

Regardless of the weather the Fair was well attended and our fundraising total takings towards new 
sensory equipment and other projects was £2315 – THANK YOU & WELL DONE EVERYONE!!! 
We are grateful to the many members of staff who helped out on the day by setting up and running 
stalls, as well as all the local businesses who supported us by donating raffle and auction prizes.  
Our own stalls again showcased the beautiful work and artistry of our young people in the various 
crafts and arts in Woodwork, Weaving, Pottery and Cards as well as in the pupils’ Painting Exhibition.  
The Wriggler Jigglers and Wotton Silver Band provided wonderful music to accompany the afternoon.  

 
Our next open event for your diaries will be the 

Christmas Market,  
which will be held on  

Saturday December 3rd 2016  
Please Save the Date!! 
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A huge thank you to everyone for their contributions to this newsletter. It would be 

great to hear about more news from any pupils,  staff,  parents,  and school trustees . 

If anyone is interested in writing an article or submitting photos for future  

editions of the newsletter then please contact  syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk .  

 

  

Main Office-Tel. 01454 412194 

 

Follow us on Twitter  https://twitter.com/sheiling_school 

 

Visit our website: www.sheilingschool.org.uk 

 

https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
http://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/

