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Welcome to the first newsletter of this academic year. It 
has been a term full of new faces, activities, projects and 
festivals. We have seen summer turn to autumn and au-
tumn turn to winter. Between September and now the 
school grounds have looked spectacular. Both pupils and 
staff have worked very hard throughout this term, some-
thing that was more difficult to do as the days got short-
er and darker. Well done everyone on another successful 
term!  

Martinmas 
  

           Festivals This Term 

News in brief 

 Festival pictures and news 

 Tree planting 

 Fabulous artwork and exciting 

projects 
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Michaelmas  

On September 29th the school held its Michaelmas Festival. It was a 
beautiful, sunny day and pupils and staff harvested fruit and veg, picked 
blackberries and pressed apples. At lunch everyone gathered for a feast 
on a long table outside the school house.  

In November, Class 3 re-enacted the Martinmas play for the whole school during Assembly. 

Everybody played their parts very well, with Dylan as the road sweeper, Dawid as baker, Alex 

as the humble beggar, and Jacob playing St Martin. 
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Advent Spiral  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Advent Spiral is a magical and deeply moving experience marking the path towards   Christ-
mas. It is a quiet and very beautiful festival. Thorn Hall is darkened and filled with an air of wonder 
and quiet anticipation. 

In preparation for the festival the Teachers lay out a large spiral path of evergreen boughs. In the 
centre of the spiral is a single white pillar candle. Along the edges of the spiral are golden stars, ros-
es, stones and crystals. The central candle is lit, and the crystals sparkle like stars on a dark night. 

All is quiet. Each pupil, and any adults who would like to, walk along the spiral path in turn, holding 
a red apple which supports a small candle. Once they reach the centre of the spiral, they light their 
smaller candle from the central one. As they leave the spiral each person places their apple and 
candle somewhere amongst the greenery. As everybody takes their turn the spiral is slowly filled 
with glowing light from all the apple candles – it is a very special moment and a beautiful sight. Mu-
sic and singing accompany the event, which helps to create and  sustain the magical atmosphere. 

Once everybody has had their turn we sit in stillness to take in and behold the beauty of the spiral 
with all the candles burning brightly. 

Rikke Julin-Head of Education 

St Nicholas  
We had a wonderful visit from St Nicholas and his friend Ruprecht, who is a very cheeky and      
humorous figure that always accompanies him on the       
journey.  Ruprecht carries a large sack filled with special     
biscuits and tangerines which he shares out to all the children 

St Nicholas brought his big golden book in which he has          
noted all the deeds of the pupils. He then addressed them 
individually and encouraged them to work on  certain         
difficulties and praised them highly for their achievements. 
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Class 3 News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Main Lessons this term, Class 3 have been learning about Time, and hearing tales from the Old Testa-

ment, including the story of Creation. They have produced some lovely Artwork illustrating the Days of 

Creation. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                       

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Young, Class 3 Teacher  

Classroom News 

Dawid’s Creation       Dylan’s 2nd Day: Fire  

  Jacob’s 5th Day: Birds and Fishes                                             Alex’s 6th Day: Animals  
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Woodland Class News 

New shelters everywhere…  

There have been a few changes in the Outdoor Curriculum since the beginning of this academic year. As 

the Woodland Class became quite big at the end of last year, we decided to split the class in two, so the 

Explorer Class was created. This meant that we had the opportunity to build a second outdoor class-

room area in the field near Chalice (currently code named ‘Bushcraft Area 2’!).  

The new area has a ‘good weather’ camp fire area, wood splitting and sawing areas and we started 

building a ‘bad weather’ shelter. The design is based on a combination of a North American tipi and a 

Central Asian yurt and it will house benches and a stove for comfort and warmth, we hope! The Explorer 

Class are currently working on this shelter with a bit of help from the Woodland Class. 

As the Chickens are very happy in their newly build chicken coop, we decided to move our Rabbits near 

them. Seniors A are in the process of designing and building a new shed and rabbit run in the Cinnabar 

Field near the Donkey Barn. This new ‘palace’ will enable the rabbits to take themselves in at night! 

Finally, the Woodland Class are working hard on building the Pizza Oven Shelter in the Avalon Garden. 

Currently the roof framework is being assembled so it won’t be long now till we can have some protec-

tion over the oven! 

 

Joris De Bruycker, Outdoor Curriculum Teacher  
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 Seniors B news 

Seniors B were very excited to welcome Zak into their class in September. Zak joins the Woodland Class 

in the Bushcraft area until break time and then comes back up to school to do his other work. Zak is 

fitting in very well at the school and is starting to build up some great friendships with the boys in the 

Woodland Class.  

 

Seniors B have spent this first term working on a number of EQUALS units with a focus on family, friends 

and emotions. They have worked really hard on creating lovely study books as well as enjoying taking 

part in some of our team-building and warm-up games.  

Charlotte and Kathryn were lucky enough to go to Heartshore Horse stables after half term and have 

both thoroughly enjoyed both the beautiful drive up to Minchinhampton and of course the hacks on 

Murphy, DJ and occasionally Casper and Tai Pan.  

Seniors A News 

Jamie, Alex and Brook have had a fantastic first term back in Seniors A and have all completed their     

Entry Level Certificate exams in Literacy and Numeracy to a very high standard. On top of their exam 

success, they have also completed a massive amount of coursework towards their ASDAN qualifications 

which includes completing a number of challenges. For example, both Jamie and Alex produced       

beautiful wall charts: Alex compared and contrasted media coverage of the recent migrant crisis in his, 

which is no mean feat! And Jamie created a wonderful display focusing on the conditions of the refugee 

camp in Calais. The pupils have also made a massive contribution to this year’s Christmas play; Jamie 

played the role of Mr Clark, one of the towns folk and Brook did an incredible job to learn every single 

song on the guitar and perform alongside Dean in rehearsals and the final performance. 
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Craft  workshop news  

Handwork   

This term we have welcomed Alex L, Aiden, George, Richard, Cory and Zak in to Handwork. 

Since the October half term, the main emphasis has been making decorations for the Christmas Market. 

Most of the pupils have designed their own before engaging in the process to make it. Some are familiar 

with these processes, others not so but everyone has worked very hard to make them using skills such as 

pinning, cutting and sewing.  Older pupils have been working towards an AQA unit or EQUALS unit for 

which they will receive a certificate to celebrate their achievements. 

In other projects, Jacob is making a three-dimensional felted sheep, Dylan is weaving a rag rug, Rhys is 

making a felted pirate hat, Alex H is weaving paper mats and Cameron has made himself a felted bean-

bag. 

 

Step 1. Designing 

Step 2. Pinning and cutting  
Step 3. Sewing.  Step 4. Stuffing.                                                 

 Finished!                      

Cameron is sewing his beanbag.       

  

Jacob is dyeing natural fleece brown. We have used 

walnut husks. 
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Friends at The Castle School 
  
Some pupils from our neighbouring secondary school,  The Castle School, will be joining in with some 
games lessons here at the Sheiling School in January. Our pupils will need to welcome the visitors, offer 
a friendly greeting and a tour of the school before working on their ball games skills together. This is a 
great opportunity for pupils from both schools to broaden their group of peers and meet other teenag-
ers with similar learning needs. 
  
We are also meeting teaching colleagues from the Castle School regularly to moderate pupils’ work and 
support each other with teaching pupils with similar needs in two very different environments. We have 
gained a great deal from this partnership so far and we hope to extend this so that more joint activities 
can be organised for pupils such as those following the ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness 
course in both schools. 

Chickens 
 
The school held a Land Activity day on the August Bank Holiday. Some pupils and staff were lucky enough to take a 
trip out to pick up out latest residents...six chickens! 
 
The chickens moved into the run that pupils and staff had spent a long time preparing the previous term. They 
seemed very happy and settled in quickly. Since then we have had eggs every day which have been available for 
staff to buy.   
 
The Woodland Class help to clean the chickens out once a week and other classes regularly visit them to say hello. 
They are very friendly and often peck at your shoelaces, mistaking them for worms! 
  

 

And in other news…. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_xJaEldHJAhUMOBQKHbOQB1EQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.avonpensionfund.org.uk%2Fcontact%2Femployers%2Findex.htm&bvm=bv.109395566,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGVdscyLz_RUsfvAz
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 Puppet play  
 
Dean, Seniors A’s Class Teacher, wrote and directed a puppet play called ‘Young Andrew and the Father 
of Lies’. Sheiling School staff worked very hard at creating backdrops, props and scenery for the play as 
well as giving some of the puppets some much needed TLC! 
 
The play told the story of young Andrew who wanted more than anything else to become one of the 
Queen’s knights. Once appointed as a apprentice to an old, wise knight, Andrew starts his training. The 
Father of Lies approaches Andrew and sets him three tests to prove his worthiness, convinced that he 
will fail. The good in Andrew prevails, however, and on his third challenge he fights the huge demon , not 
with his sword but through compassion and kindness. At the end of the play we see Andrew knighted by 
the Queen and he becomes Saint Andrew.  
 
The play was performed twice, once for the pupils, staff, family and friends of the school and again for 
Class 1 children from Wynstones Steiner School.  
 

Carol Concert with Thornbury Choir 

On Friday 4th December we were treated to a concert of all our favourite Christmas carols and hymns by 
the Thornbury Choir. They visited at 2:30 and the pupils and staff spent a very enjoyable afternoon,     
listening, laughing and singing along with them. The school even performed two of Dean’s songs from 
out latest school play which were very well received by the choir! It was a thoroughly enjoyable after-
noon for everyone, thank you very much Thornbury choir for such a treat.  
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Tree Planting  
 
After almost two years of planning and exploring different ideas, Wednesday 09th of December 2015 the 
tree planting day finally arrived! With help from Claire and her helpers from The Conservation Volun-
teers, pupils and staff were involved in planting new trees in the field below Chalice. The area is being 
developed to house our second Bushcraft Area and our Nature Trail goes through the new woodland. 
Below is a list of the trees we received: 
English Oak – Quercus robur 

Common Alder – Alnus glutinosa 

Small Leaved Lime – Tilia cordata 

Green Beech – Fagus sylvatica 

Wild Cherry – Prunus avium 

Silver Birch – Betula pendula 

Field Maple – Acer campestre 

Aspen – Populus tremula 

Hawthorn – Crataegus monogyna 

Common Dogwood – Cornus sanguinea 

Blackthorn – prunus spinosa 

Hazel – Corylus avellana 
All in all we planted almost 200 trees in an area measuring approx. 20m by 140m. We had beautiful sun-
shine, the fire provided hot water for tea by 3 pm, all the trees were in the ground! We are looking for-
ward to witnessing the woodland developing and to see how this will impact on wildlife and our own ex-
perience of this area. Not least of all will it provide us with resources for our project, particularly the Ha-
zel trees should give us plenty of material in years to come! 

Joris De Bruycker, Outdoor Curriculum Teacher 
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News from the Trustees 

At the last Trustees meeting Maureen Howard-Kinsley tendered her resignation as a Trustee.  She felt 
that after twenty-five years in that position, she was no longer able to devote the time and energy to ful-
filling the role. Our Chair of the Trustees, Rosie Phillpot spoke personally of her gratefulness for 
Maureen's contribution to the governing body of Camphill Communities, Thornbury over many years.  
Her experience as a parent and the particular knowledge she has shared with us have been invaluable in 
our deliberations. 

This is echoed by the whole of the Sheiling School and we send Maureen and her family our thanks, deep 
gratitude and very good wishes for the future. 

On 5th October Maureen Howard Kinsley wrote: 

‘’We were first introduced to Camphill by the remarkable Karen von Schilling. Since then I have enjoyed 
30 years of travel with Stephen from Cresset House in South Africa to our own Camphill Community in 
Thornbury. The transition from being a parent in need of reassurance and support to a trustee with 
something to offer has been a profound and ever changing experience. I feel that my life has been en-
riched greatly and I would like to thank everyone that I have met on my ongoing Camphill journey.’’ 

Thank you Maureen for enriching ours too! 

Stop  Press-Latest News from our HR Department  
 
‘’Do you want a fabulous job?’’ ‘’Come and work in our wonderful school!’’  That was the message that 
Clair and Jo sent out when they went to our first ‘Job Fair’ on behalf of the Sheiling School at the Colston 
Hall in Bristol. For the majority of the fair, our stall was surrounded by people curious and interested in 
what we do at the Sheiling School. We received compliments on the craft products made by our pupils 
and we took along our new merchandise. . .pens and bags ,  giving them to those that showed a keen 
interest in our work.  Job descriptions and application forms were handed out and we look forward to 
receiving some completed forms! 
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A big thank you goes to everyone for their contributions to this newsletter. It would 

be great to hear about more news from any pupils,  staff,  parents,  and school trus-

tees . 

If anyone is interested in writing an article or submitting photos for future  

editions of the newsletter then please contact  syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk .  

 

  

Main Office-Tel. 01454 412194 

 

Follow us on Twitter  https://twitter.com/sheiling_school 

 

Visit our website: www.sheilingschool.org.uk 

 

https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
http://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/

