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Welcome to the Sheiling School Newsletter. This is the 

final instalment of the newsletter for this academic year 

and what a year it’s been! We have seen new people 

arrive, old friends leave, had markets, fairs and fundrais-

ers and many more exciting things. Thank you and well 

done to everyone for a wonderful year.  

See you in September 2015!                                                           

St. John’s Day  

On Wednesday 24th June the whole school gathered around the fire pit in Avalon Garden to celebrate St. 
John’s Day. Fergus, Class 7’s  teacher, told the story of Faithful John,  after which we all sang and lit the 
fire. Just before home time everyone enjoyed strawberries picked at Wotton farm shop by Cameron, ice 
cream, and home-made elderflower cordial.  

  Festivals This Term 

News in brief 

 Pizza oven completed 

 Fundraising target smashed! 

 Summer Fair a big success 

 Chicken run update 
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Ascension Day  

On Thursday 21st May the whole school set off on a walk to St. Arilda’s church 
in Oldbury. It was a stunning day with bright sunshine. Once we had arrived at 
the church everyone tucked into a picnic which the houses provided. The views 
from the top of the hill over the River Severn and Wales were  brilliant. It was a 
fantastic whole school outing! 
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Class 2 News 

In Class 2 this term, we have been learning folk tales and animal fables from Native America. We heard ‘How the 

Dreamcatcher was Made’, ‘The Storytelling Stone, ’ ‘How the Bear lost his Tail’, ‘The Legend of the Raven’ and 

‘The Doves and The Hunter’.  

We learnt two Native American songs, ‘Land of the Silver Birch’ and ‘Dip, Dip and Swing’.  We also made some  

Native American crafts. We made rattles with a twig, wool, feathers and beads, and even some rain sticks. We 

also created some dreamcatchers. We have had a lot of fun this term, and alongside our craft , we have also    

produced some lovely paintings too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Young, Class 2 Teacher  

Classroom News 

Class 7 News 

This beautiful painting of ‘The Matthew’ was created by Harry from Class 7.  
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 Woodland Class News 

The Woodland Class have continued to work on our Nature Trail over the last few months. This mainly involved 

maintaining some of the newly  established trails whilst we also started to work on new trail markers. A few days 

before our Summer Fair, I asked Richard our groundsman to cut new paths in the fields which meant that on    

Friday the 12th of June, the whole school was able to walk the full trail along the school boundaries for the first 

time! The Nature Trail is now approximately 2.5 km long! In the new academic year we plan to carry on making 

trail markers and info boards and to expand on  various activities along the trail.  

As well as the Nature Trail, the Woodland Class are in the process of building a shelter for our new  Pizza Oven , so 

watch this space! 

Whilst Fernando, Axel, Jameson and Sam have been working on the above projects, Cameron, who joined our 

school in early June, has been exploring the geography of the school and of the local area. He has discovered how 

to make a compass and taken in the view from the top of the church tower.  

Meanwhile, Marcus has been learning about European Geography and has visited Spain, France and Sweden so 

far (see Marcus’ poem elsewhere in this newsletter).  

 

Joris De Bruycker, Outdoor Curriculum Teacher 

Class 10 News 

Since Easter Class 10 have been hard at work to restore the walled garden to its’ for-

mer glory; in doing so we there has been learning about living processes and fostering 

a sense of teamwork between their peers in the class, as well as the rest of the school. 

This has instilled a sense of pride through hard work, responsibility and the achieve-

ment derived through maintaining a plot of growing vegetables.  

Jamie, Brook and Alex showed great teamwork and friendship working together in the 

gardens preparing the land, and carefully planting all the crops and then creating 

frames to keep them from falling over. We currently have strawberries, courgettes, 

kale, tomatoes, green and black beans, peas and pumpkins growing in our 3 plots.  

Alice Watts, Class 10 LSA 

 

 

 

Axel, working on the pizza oven shelter 
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A poem by Marcus, written during his Main Lesson time where he is looking at European geography.   
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 Seniors News 

The Seniors class have continued looking at Daily Living Skills in study this term. They took 

on the responsibility of preparing Copper Beech for lunchtime—a big task but one that they 

have done fantastically .  Kathryn has settled in really well and is happy and becoming more 

and more familiar with the school and her lessons. Charlotte continues to enjoy her morn-

ings in the Bushcraft area and is getting very good at splitting kindle wood with a knife and 

log hammer with support. She has also made excellent progress with her signing this school 

year.  

 

The Seniors class is saying goodbye to Joseph this year who, after 3 years, is  

moving on to college. Joseph has done fantastically at the school and will  

be greatly missed by everyone. The Seniors have also said ‘see you soon’ to  

Rebekah, the Class Teacher, who has gone to have her baby which is very  

exciting! Izzy will be taking over as Class Teacher whilst Rebekah is away on  

maternity leave.  

Isabel Crawford, Seniors Class Teacher  

A word from our leaver 

After 3 years at the Sheiling School, I am moving on to Filton College to increase my independence as an adult. I have 

had many ups and downs throughout, but I’ve ultimately felt many benefits of coming here, which I am sure, will help 

me in the coming years.  

First and foremost, I help to instigate the Eco-Schools campaign shortly after arriving in 2012. I have a deep passion for 

nature and the environment and want to ensure it continues to thrive in the future. Over time, the school has gained its 

Bronze and Silver awards for Eco-Schools, and I hope the school continues with its Eco-School success after I have gone.  

Secondly, I have done lots of drama, to build up my acting skills, with loads of great performances to remember for 

years to come. In my first year, 2012, I did a stand-out role as King Herod in the Christmas play which I fondly remem-

ber with the rest, followed by a performance as a war-destined father in the summer play for 2013. I then did several 

more performances in the summer play 2014 as the King’s and his parrot’s guard, the 2014 Christmas play as a shoe-

maker with a song called ‘I’ll be Filthy Rich this Christmas’, and even an original script about an old and happy couple 

which was written, directed and narrated by myself. I finished off with the 2015 summer play as a wacky professor to 

the Butterfly Coat Emperor, with another grand song about going to university. I am aiming to carry on with drama else-

where.  

Thirdly, I also managed to complete several exams and topics with impressive marks to showcase my writing, reading 

and listening skills. With so much hard work over the past few years in order to achieve those results, it has certainly 

been worth it, as I have all those important skills to take with me to college.  

And lastly, but most certainly not least, I have gained some good friends to stay close with 

after I have moved on. I am happy to have made such good companionship with all those 

people, and I hope to stay in contact with some of them, as a mark of my time here. Over-

all, I have had an extremely busy but ultimately enjoyable time at the Sheiling School, and I 

am looking forward to the next steps in my life. I am looking forward to visiting the school 

again sometime. I want to thank you all again for the brilliant support you have given me 

which has certainly helped me forward in my goals. And so for now, it is cheerio from the 

mighty Eco-warrior and actor supremo of the Sheiling School, and I can’t wait to see you all 

again in the near future! Think green!  

Joseph   
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Craft Workshop News 

Handwork 

As part of their Handwork lesson, Class 2 went to Cotswold Farm Park to see some sheep shearing and collect 
some fleece to use in lessons back at school. We saw lots of lambs being fed and sheep being shorn. It looked like 
very hard work!! One of the staff there explained how the shearer does it and how they wrap it up to be sold. He 
talked about how most shearers use machines now but some still do it by hand using the shearing scissors. 
 
We saw other animals too; chicks, ducklings, pigs and rabbits which Dawid and Jacob liked. We then joined Dylan 
outside and had a picnic together in the sunshine and enjoyed an ice cream before coming back.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Butt, Handwork Teacher 

Bakery 

In the bakery during the year we have been working on different projects for each class. Some of the pupils have 

been working on a project called ‘Making friends with food’. The aim of the project is to allow the pupils to handle 

ingredients, experience the sensory aspect of food through touch, taste, smell and mouth feel. This will expose the 

pupils to a range of foods aimed at increasing their interest in food and thus hopefully increasing the repertoire of 

their food choices. 

Others have been working on a project which is similar to the Ready Steady Cook idea, where a range of ingredi-

ents have been placed on the table and the pupils are asked to pick out a recipe idea based on the ingredients they 

choose. There would be a theme running alongside the ingredients for example food from different cultures, Mak-

ing puddings, using fruit but all the aspects of the recipe chosen by the pupils would be made from fresh ingredi-

ents. The aim is to encourage creativity, give pupil choice over the recipe they make,and increase their skill base.  

This at first seems to be a real challenge to the pupils but once they understand the task they engage really well. 

We have been working on healthy eating in the in bakery as well as working on individual targets and using fresh 

produce from the walled garden to make jams and chutneys ready to sell. 

Each pupil also contributes in making biscuits for the weekly Tuck Shop, where the produce goes on sale for the 

pupils and staff to buy as a Friday treat, this works well and is a real oppor-

tunity for the pupils to handle money and learn shopping etiquette. 

 

 

Anna-Marie Perry, Bakery Teacher  
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Pottery 

This school year, pupils and staff at the Sheiling School have been working on re-designing and rebuilding the Pizza 
Oven on the school grounds, with the aim of creating a beautiful place where they can meet and eat pizza and    
various foods cooked outdoors, during school celebrations and markets. 
 
We began the project in Summer 2014 where the area was prepared, the plinth extended and the brick work     
finished for the oven to be built on. As the weather became warmer, the school began to prepare for the second 
part of the pizza oven project: building the actual oven! 
 
We arranged a weekend (2 full days) that was suitable for many staff to attend, which coincided with the PSTDC 
clay weekend with Bernard Graves and Sam Makumba, who are both experts in the process to support us with the 
project. Each day was filled to the brim with different activities, including, weaving a willow and hazel basket 
which, once finished, was used to support the cob structure, getting very muddy by puddling clay with our bare 
feet, as well as forming clay bricks in our hands to build up 2 different layers of cob, to form the oven. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every day in the following two weeks, we lit a fire inside of the oven, starting with a very small ember fire, and 
then gradually over the coming days, we lit larger and larger fires, to help to dry and fire the inside of the oven. 

All classes came to the oven during their pottery lessons to help with the process, as well as preparing the area 
ready for the summer fair, including collecting fire wood and storing it in the storage areas below the oven. 

The project was a wonderful group experience for all at the school, and most importantly, the pizza at the summer 
fair was delicious! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Majka Zylinski, Pottery Teacher  
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Eco-Schools news 

Since January Class 10 have been involved in setting up and running their very own business during our Eco-

Schools classes this year. The pupils were challenged to develop an eco-product that they could deliver and/or 

sell for a profit and engage with their local community. The pupils chose to create their very own greetings card 

company using handmade paper that they had recycled and reused from the waste produced by our school. They 

all worked extremely hard to create the cards and Brook ingeniously named the company ‘Rubbish Cards’. All   

pupils were then involved in selling the cards at the bi-monthly Farmers’ Market in Thornbury and at the School’s 

Summer Fair. The pupils did extremely well and over £200 was raised which went towards a class trip to Longleat. 

Emma Carpenter,  

Assistant Teacher Class 10  

Work Experience 

Class 10 and the Seniors class have continued to enjoy work experience this last term. Class 10 were lucky enough 
to be able to visit GroundEd once a week where they have got stuck into their jobs and tasks.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph started a new placement at Feed Bristol, eight acres of prime food-growing land with a range of habitats, 
growing spaces and excellent facilities. The aim of Feed Bristol is to support a range of community groups and 
schools with different needs, promoting health, wellbeing and education 
through outdoor activities. Joseph has been volunteering once a week with a 
group of volunteers and helping out with a range of activities including planting, 
digging, weeding and watering.  
 
 

And in other news…. 

The Eco-Schools stall at the Summer 

Fair 

Rubbish Cards at  Thornbury   

Farmers’ Market 

A selection of Rubbish Cards designs 
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House news 

As the weather got warmer and sunnier we had trips to the beach, Westonbirt Arboretum, Blaise Castle and to 

the outdoor swimming pool at Cirencester, to name but a few! Pupils have also been planting some seeds in the 

garden and hoping that the birds and squirrels do not find them before they have time to grow. We have         

welcomed Gavin, Jameson's Father to Halliers, to share a pizza with his son, which was a great success and so 

more pizza nights are being planned! 

 

 

 

 

The end of term is always a flurry of excitement and business, as we plan and look forward to two weeks of     

holiday activities (short term break) that our residential - and some day pupils - will take advantage of. We are 

pleased to announce that a woman called Lucy will join the Care Team as Deputy Care Manager. With lots of 

work going into the registration of the Sheiling School as a Children's Home, the more hands on deck, the better! 

 

Summer Fair 

On Saturday June 13th the Sheiling School opened it’s gates for the Summer Fair. Everyone persevered through 

the drizzle to make the day a huge success. With stalls from the school selling beautiful items made by pupils and 

staff as well at outside stalls there was lots of lovely things to browse. 

The day was such a success that, alongside help from fundraising efforts and very generous donations, the school 

managed to smash it’s fundraising target of £3000! This exciting news now means that the school is on track to 

order a climbing wall to be fitted into the movement hall for pupils to use. We are all very excited and grateful to 

everyone that helped us reach our goal. Thank you! 
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The chicken run and walled garden  

The chicken run is almost complete! A lot of hard work went into back filling the ditches in the first half term, and 

we now have a secure fox proof run. This half term will see the chicken coop rejuvenated and preparing for the 

chickens to arrive in time for the new school year.  

The walled garden has been under attack from rabbits and slugs, but thanks to all the hard work it still looks  

beautiful and there will be plenty of vegetables to look forward to. The school rabbits have already enjoyed some 

fresh vegetable treats. The gooseberries and rhubarb have been harvested by all classes, and spotted in the bak-

ery! It has been really encouraging to see all the classes working on their own plots but still working with a sense 

of community, sharing tools, jobs and respecting other classes produce. The walled garden  project continues to 

develop with every month.  

 

 

Baby rabbits 

After the Easter holidays we came back to find that the Easter bunny had definitely visited the Sheiling School! 

Humbug and Toffee had six babies in their hutch. After going to the vet to be checked out, we found we had 2 girls 

and 4 boys , all healthy and happy. Four rabbits have now be re-housed and two boys are still looking for a  loving 

home.  

 



 11 

 

 

A big thank you goes to everyone for their contributions to this newsletter,  and as 

always a special thank you to Izzy our Editor for all her hard work and enthusiasm ! 

It would be great to hear about more news from any pupils,  staff,  parents,  and 

school trustees . 

If anyone is interested in writing an article or submitting photos for future  

editions of the newsletter then please contact  syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk .  

 

Have a lovely summer! 

  

Main Office-Tel. 01454 412194 

 

Follow us on Twitter  https://twitter.com/sheiling_school 

 

Visit our website: www.sheilingschool.org.uk 

 

https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
http://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/

