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Michaelmas 

 

 

 

 
                                                                           

Martinmas 

 

 

Advent spiral 

 

Welcome to the Sheiling School Newsletter! After 

a number of years we are resurrecting the news-

letter as a way of keeping family, friends and staff 

up-to-date with school news. It has been another 

very busy term for everyone at the school with 

festivals, the Christmas market, exciting study top-

ics and jam packed school days. In this newsletter 

we hope you will get a taste of what we have all 

been up to.  

Enjoy! 

For Michaelmas this year pupils and staff spent the day out-
side working on projects around the school. Some of the older 
pupils went to Bristol to buy organic veg for the soup for our 
festival meal.  It was a lovely day which ended with the whole 
school enjoying a story, songs and homemade soup and fresh 
bread rolls in the hall. 

Pupils and staff were treated to an afternoon of storytelling from   

Fergus, Class 7’s Teacher,  for Martinmas. The story reminded us 

all of the importance of giving to those who are less fortunate 

than us. This was followed by songs and a special afternoon break. 

Later that week the school began its Gingerbread House appeal, 

with all pupils starting work on Gingerbread Houses to sell at the 

Christmas Market to raise money for the charity Shelter.  

The Advent spiral marks the beginning of Advent. A spiral of 

greenery was laid in the hall and pupils and staff were invited to 

walk the spiral and light a candle in the centre. A staff choir sang  

while the rest of the school sat quietly in the candlelit hall.  

           Festivals This Term 

News in brief 

 Bakery raises money for Shelter charity  

 Chickens soon to return to the Sheiling 

School! 

 New sections of the Nature Trail now 

open 

 Handwork pupils help celebrate  

     Camphill’s 75th anniversary 

 Fundraising for new recycling centre 

Michaelmas break table outside 

Martinmas lanterns made by pupils 

Our Advent spiral at the end of the festival  
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Class 2 News 

In Class 2 Main Lesson, we have been learning through Fables, Folk Tales and Nature Stories. We 

have been learning lots of new poems and spend time every day practising spelling, handwriting, 

counting and times tables.  Jacob has shown that he is a very good artist and made lots of lovely 

paintings. He has also earned two swimming badges and is very proud that he can now swim a 

whole length. Bakery and Handwork are always very popular activities and Jacob has been busy 

helping to prepare things for the Christmas Market.  

 

 

 

 

Class 7 News 

This term, Class 7 have been 

learning about the Age of      

Discovery. We have traced the 

sea routes that Christopher  

Columbus took and followed his adventures in 

finding new lands. We have used maps and globes 

to see how far he travelled, and heard about what 

it was like to travel so far in a boat. We looked at 

the people who were already living in America – 

the Native American Indians, and learned how the 

Plains people lived in tipis and travelled across the 

land following the buffalo. 

 

Woodland Class 

News 

Earlier this year we 

decided to make a trail 

along the boundaries 

of our school grounds.        

The Woodland Class have taken on this 

project as part of their Main Lessons and 

their Eco School Lessons, and have now 

opened up approximately half of the trail. 

The trail includes some  existing paths and 

some new sections have been established 

too. Once fully  completed, the trail will 

eventually loop all the way along the 

boundaries of our school estate and farm-

land… 

We are still in the process of deciding on a 

name for the trail. Suggestions so far      

include: ‘Badger Trail’, ‘Fox Trail’, 

‘Woodpecker Trail’, ’Sheiling Trail’, 

Classroom News 

      Winter Moon and Stars by Jacob, 

November 2014 

 

Biscuits for the Christmas 

market made by Class 2 
Felt Christmas tree decoration 

made by Jacob 

We have built little models of tipis and designed the 

covers. 

This section of the trail was 

once walked on by Henry VIII 

when he stayed at Thorn-

bury Castle with Anne   

Boleyn around 1530!  
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Class 10 News 

Since September, Class 10 have taken part in an on-going ‘upcycling’ project in their weekly       

Eco-schools sessions. The intention of ‘upcycling’ is to give new life to worn out items of furniture 

so they have greater value than before. Pupils have been involved in every stage of the process; 

from choosing their colours and decorative techniques to preparing the surfaces and going to a 

local craft shop to purchase the paint. One pupil has opted for a bright and colourful design for his 

chest of drawers and Thomas has been influenced by nature for his cabinet. It is exciting to see 

the project coming together in the final stages of the winter term and we look forward to sharing 

the results! 

 

Seniors News 

In study lessons this term one pupil has been focusing on ‘Life Skills’. 

This has involved him looking into different professions, healthy eating,      

recycling, money skills and time keeping. As it is his last year at the 

Sheiling School these are very important topics for him to cover. You 

can read about his  work experience placements later in the news-

letter. 

 

Another class member continues to enjoy her mornings with the Woodland Class down at the 

Bushcraft hut and is doing fantastically with her literacy and numeracy lessons by the fire. Drum-

ming circle on a Tuesday morning with Marcus our music therapist is also a big hit! 

Pupil working on a chest of drawers 

First stages of designing  

Thomas’ cabinet  

Preparing salad for everyone at 

lunchtime 

Working on her literacy work by the fire 

Playing drums and singing with 

Marcus and the Woodland 

class 
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Craft Workshop News 

Bakery 

In the bakery the pupils have been working on the gingerbread houses to raise money for the charity 

Shelter. We raised £70 in total - all the houses were sold!  The pupils worked on the houses over two 

weeks and achieved some really good results.  

 

Handwork 

Since May 2014, Class 7 (then Class 6) and 

Charlotte from the Seniors have been     

working on a project to celebrate the 75th        

anniversary of Camphill.  

It’s been a long project and Class 7 and 

Charlotte have worked incredibly hard. They 

have washed, teased, hand carded, drum 

carded and felted (both wet and dry)         

copious amounts of fleece and should feel 

very proud of their achievements. However, 

it has also involved all of the pupils at the 

Sheiling School whose hand prints have 

been made parts of the piece as leaves for 

the tree. 

 

 

 

Pottery 

This school year, pupils and staff at the Sheiling 
School have been working on re-designing and     
rebuilding the pizza oven on the school grounds, 
with the aim of creating a beautiful place where 
they can meet and eat food cooked outdoors      
during school celebrations and markets. 

 

 

 

 

When the weather becomes warmer in the spring, 
the school will be invited to take part in building the 
clay cob oven structure on top of the plinth. 

 

ELEVATION of proposed clay pizza oven (not to scale) 

The hollow brick structure 
filled with sand, ideal for 

good insulation for when the 
oven is in use. 

The same structure with the 
concrete slabs on top, ready 
to be rendered and the cob 

oven to be built on top. 
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Woodwork  

Pupils come to the woodwork shop for one lesson per week (Class 10 have two). They work on 

personal projects such as items for Christmas or summer markets and some items for school 

(rabbit run, recycling shelves, bench seats for wild flower garden, notice boards etc.). Use of tools 

is encouraged for therapeutic and rhythmic techniques. These methods help with co-ordination 

and relaxation. 

In September Class 10 started to practice some jointing techniques. Pupils used practice pieces of 

wood to cut out tongue and groove shapes, using a saw and mallet and chisel.  

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils in Woodland Class have worked on individual projects. Axel has worked on wood carving 

techniques, carving out the letters of his name on slices of silver birch, with support. Another pupil 

has assembled a kit vintage car and worked, in the last few weeks, on items to sell at the Christ-

mas Market. Brook is also working on his wood carving skills and is making a name plate for his 

rabbit ‘BELLA’. 

 

 

 

 

Class 7 spent the term making two frames for each pupil to use with Fergus in his upcoming paper 

making project. The pupils learnt how to make half-joint and mitre joint corners for the frames. 

One frame, of each pair, had a fine net mesh stapled to it. The frames were finished by brushing 

on furniture oil. One pair of frames were completed for each of the four Class 7 pupils and their 

names were printed on each frame. 
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Eco-Schools news 

The Eco-Schools committee has met twice this term, most recently on Monday 8th December. There 

was a big turn out at the meetings and lots of great ideas shared. In November we took part in 

‘Energy Awareness Month’, along with many other schools around the country. The school’s aim was 

to make people more aware of how energy is wasted around the school and what we can do to pre-

vent this happening. One of the pupils in the Seniors class, performed in a short sketch in a whole 

school assembly to highlight how easy it is to waste energy. Feedback from pupils and staff at the lat-

est meeting suggested ‘Energy Awareness Month’ had made them pay more attention to how they 

were using energy. 

 

 

School Council news 

It has been a very exciting start for the new School Council this term. The school year started with a 
gripping and rather nerve-racking election led by Class 10. The results, as you all know, meant that 
Alex, Thomas, Harry, Joseph and Jacob were all elected as School Council members. Alex took over as 
Chair of the Council and he has done a wonderful job preparing for the meetings as well as taking up 
extra tasks in between.  
 
It has been a full agenda for every meeting and we have had some good discussions on how to sup-
port pupils and staff to have access to all parts of the meeting i.e. through signing, symbols and 
written text. Luckily Laura and Siobhan have both agreed to help us with this. Other topics have been 
the Playground survey and the design of our Recycling Centre. 
 
We look forward to a busy Spring Term where hopefully we will be focussing on the final design of the 
Recycling Centre and how we raise the money for it. 
 
If you would like to send agenda points to the School Council please see Alex or Rikke. 

Work Experience 

This term in the Seniors class one pupil has taken part in work experience at two 

organisations; Hobbs House Bakery in Chipping Sodbury and  Small Strides Sta-

bles in Keynsham.  

Both were extremely welcoming and offered  hi 

some great opportunities to explore two very 

different worlds of work. At the bakery he spent 

time carrying out jobs such as preparing orders to be sent out to cafes and 

shops in the South West and making bread rolls. At Small Strides he learnt 

about horsemanship,  helping muck out and clean the stables before doing 

groundwork with Jojo.  

Joseph with Jojo at Small Strides  

Packing boxes at Hobbs House 

Our Energy  Awareness 

assembly  
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Chicken run 

The Chicken run is being built with the pupils. The surrounding fence 

will need to be tall enough to keep the chickens in and the hungry fox 

out! The chicken wire will be buried so the fox will not be able to dig 

his way in. There has been lots of hard work digging the trench as the 

ground is full of stones and roots.  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Market 

The Christmas market was held at the Sheiling School on Saturday 5th December. We were          

honoured to have the market opened by Bob Woodward, OBE, founder of the charity CLIC. Inside 

people happily browsed the stalls whilst outside people enjoyed eating bread on sticks and waffles, 

as they listened to an Advent story by the fire. The money raised is going towards a new recycling 

centre for the school. Thank you for all your support!  

 

 

 

 

School Play 

The school’s Christmas play this year was called The Scarlet Bird, the script and songs have been 

written by Dean, Class 10’s teacher. The story tells of how the Mayor of Hollamena town realises the 

error of his ways as he is about to fritter away money on a Christ-

mas party and, instead, gives the money to a group of poor refu-

gees. Rehearsals have been fantastic with a huge amount of com-

mitment from pupils and staff.  The play was performed for St 

Christopher's School on Tuesday 16th of December and for family 

and friends on Friday 19th of December.  

 

And in other news…. 

 

Sawing the posts Concreting the posts in 

Christmas Market 2014 

Poster designed by Class 10 
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A big thank you to everyone for their contributions to the newsletter. It would be 

great to hear from others about what they have been up to.If anyone is interested in 

writing an article or submitting photos for future editions of the newsletter then 

please get in touch at: 

isabel.crawford@sheilingschool.org.uk 

 

We will keep you up-to-date with more editions of the newsletter,  

Finally,  

Wishing you all a Happy New Year!  

See you in 2015  

Main Office-Tel. 01454 412194 

 

Follow us on Twitter  https://twitter.com/sheiling_school 

 

Visit our website: www.sheilingschool.org.uk 

https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
http://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/

