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This is the last newsletter of this academic year - it’s flown by! We have had a very busy 
year at the Sheiling School with old friends leaving and new ones arriving. We have seen 
the school grow in numbers and are excited for this to continue happening next year.  
The pupils and staff have enjoyed some wonderful festival celebrations as well as two 
school plays and a whole school outing with The Willow Trust on canal boats.  
 

Our gratefulness and best wishes go out to Izzy, our wonderful ‘Editor in Chief’ who will 
be leaving us to have her first child! Good luck and bring the new family for a visit! 
 

We wish everyone a very happy and relaxing summer and look forward to seeing you 
back at school in September! 
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Class 1 news 

As we come into the end of the school year, Tommy is very happy to share what he likes 

to do during his week days:  

On Mondays, the best class is handwork.  

 

On Tuesdays, the best is that I make  

pancakes on my own and like to share  

them. 

 

On Wednesdays, I like KY, the pony at the  

farm where I go for horse riding.  

 

On Thursdays, I always like pottery class. 

 

 

And on Fridays, my favourite is tuck shop, I like to help set up 

for it.  

Article written by and photos taken by Tommy and Claude, 

Class 1  
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Class 3 news  
 

Class 3 have been busy working at the Hatch, our local community farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been planting and watering all sorts of vegetables, and starting to pick  

new potatoes. 

 

We have been digging, watering, picking and sorting! We have learnt so much and given 

something back to our community.  

 

In addition, we have been tidying and improving the Sensory Garden for the whole school 

to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to lots more fun, outdoor work next year. 

 

 

Article written by Tom, Class 3 
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Class 4 news 

Class 4 has been enjoying their Castle topic in Main Lesson. It has provided them with    

opportunities to participate in a lot of exciting projects.  

 

The pupils designed and made their own     

medieval shields choosing designs of their        

favourite things.  

 

 

 

Hadley chose to paint a pheasant on his shield. He was very proud of the beautiful shield 

he created. 

 

The pupils also worked together to 

make a model of a stone castle from 

cardboard. They then learned about 

attacking and defending castles. 

 

 

 

 

The pupils enjoyed learning about a day 

in the life of a Medieval Lord, especially 

when Frank introduced them to the Lord 

Puppet. 

 

 

 

Last but not least the pupils helped to make a model of a catapult. 

They all enjoyed firing water balloons from it! 

 

Article written by Kathryn, Class 4  
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Adventure Class news  

Our topic this term was Travel, which was a perfect topic as 

we’re such a well-travelled class!  We learnt about the 7     

continents: Europe, Africa, Asia, North America, South     

America, Antarctica and Oceania – one each week.  We 

learnt about a range of aspects about many different       

countries, from cultures to climates and languages to artwork. For example, Japan in Asia 

is famous for its martial arts and interesting architecture, while the temperature in the 

Antarctic can plummet to -80c. In science, we explored how animals have adapted to this 

inhospitable environment, and conducted an experiment that demonstrates how layers of 

fat keep seals warm. One particular highlight was when we developed our own African 

style dance – Dylan choreographed his own moves based around hunting gestures.     

Meanwhile, Dylan and Clayton enjoyed learning about the 2004 Tsunami and discussed 

the long and short term effects it had on the continent of Asia. 

 

Before half term, we studied media and created our own newspaper 

– The Adventure Times. We printed some memorable front pages – 

especially when Bushcraft 3 was burned down. To help us get an idea 

of what goes on in the world of media, we visited BBC studios in Bris-

tol and recorded our own news bulletin.  

 

It’s been a very healthy term for Adventure Class. As part of 

our morning PSHE lessons we have been doing exercise     

classes in the morning to prepare ourselves for the day. Dylan 

has taken this a step further by creating his own tailor-made 

workouts. Clayton has taken pleasure in morning walks and 

feeding the chickens for PSHE.  

Article written by Dylan and Jamie, Adventure Class  
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Woodland Class news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A weekly trip to the ancient Lower Woods near Wickwar provides the setting for the   

Outdoor Curriculum pupils to gain some valuable work experience in the form of    

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s Woodland Management Programme. The area is a        

designated Site of Special Scientific Interest and home to many rare species of flora and 

fauna. Our team are met every week by the manager of Lower Woods, Neil Lodge who 

has been supporting our work experience visits for over 3 years now. He generously gives 

his time to guide us in our work and to describe and demonstrate the work of the Trust. 

This time of year much of the usual coppicing and clearing work has been done but that 

doesn’t mean we can rest. This term we have been busily loading the two huge charcoal 

making kilns with small logs to be transformed into charcoal to sell by the bag. These past 

few weeks however, pupils and staff have been heading off into the deepest, darkest 

parts of these beautiful woodlands with professional loppers and secateurs kindly lent by 

Neil and his team. Our task has been to clear the overhanging branches, brambles and 

debris from the many paths that criss-cross through the trees so that visitors and workers 

can explore the woods safely. 

 

Article written by oob lllis, uutdoor Curriculum Teacher 
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Seniors B news 

 

On Ascension day the whole school walked to St Arilda’s 
church in Oldbury on Severn.  

 

I walked with Liz and had lunch with Kathryn, Rich, Izzy, Laura, Nic and Lisa.  

The weather was sunny. It was fun and tiring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article written by Harry, Seniors B 
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Craft Workshop News  

Handwork news 

In May, Class 1 and Class 3 enjoyed a trip to Cotswold Farm Park to see some sheep     

shearing and collect some fleece for the Weavery. We were even lucky enough to get the 

fleece from the sheep we saw being sheared. We had a really nice day, being able to feed 

and pet some of their other animals before having a picnic together and lots of fun in the 

very big playground! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back in the Weavery, everyone has been busy working on not just their own projects but 

making things for the wider school community. The Woodland Class have been felting and 

sewing rectangles that represent the days of the week which they will use when they have 

their candle and morning verse. Other pupils have been busy making items to sell at the 

Summer Fair and after making some lovely cushions to sell. Oliver has now been           

commissioned to make 12 cushions for Thornbury Park Sitting Room where there are     

always lots of meetings. 

 

Article written by Sarah, Handwork Teacher  
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Boat Trip  
 
On Friday the 9th of June the Sheiling school all climbed aboard one big coach, one small 
bus, a mini-bus and a Mondeo and headed to Saul junction. When we arrived we all 
crossed over the bridge and set off to meet the staff from the Willow Trust.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were helped aboard two boats and spent a wonderful day travelling down the canal to 
where we stepped ashore for a picnic lunch before heading back to Saul junction and back 
to school. The staff from the Willow Trust were fantastic, they offered everyone drinks and 
pupils were even offered the chance to have a go at the helm! On the water and along the 
water’s edge we spotted all sorts of wildlife including swans and cygnets and ducks.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a lovely day and enjoyed by all. A big thank you to all the staff who supported the 
trip, both from school and from the Willow Trust, and to Tracy for organising.  
 
Article written by Izzy Crawford 
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School play 
 
Rehearsals for the whole school play, Kumari, started about 4 weeks before the end of 
term. The story tells of Amarit, a young girl from a poor family, who is chosen to become a 
goddess. Amarit leaves behind her mother and dear friend Punet to start her new life. She 
soon becomes accustomed to life in the palace and people waiting on her hand and foot 
but what happens to her when she is no longer considered a goddess and has to return to 
her old life and friends at home?  
 
Pupils and staff were very busy learning lines, songs and dances, painting backdrops and 
making costumes. Dylan from Adventure Class kindly took photos during the rehearsals. 
The pupils all worked incredibly hard to focus and help each other during rehearsals to 
make the play a success, so well done everyone! The rehearsal process was filled with 
highs, lows and close calls including Oliver learning new lines 20 minutes before the play 
and Cameron returning from an appointment in time to take his role of Punet after all!  
 
A big thank you to Sarah Butt and Nancy for organising the costumes and props and to 
Nancy, Laura Midgley, Hannah, Laura Brookes, Lauren, Jenny, Katie, Sarah Davies and   
Jeanna for painting our beautiful backdrop. Finally, a huge thank you from everyone to 
Dean for writing another incredible story and songs for us all to perform and enjoy.   
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Sports Day  
 
We all enjoyed a fabulous afternoon which was extremely well organised. Our thanks go 

out to all those involved both in the setting up and, of course, in the participation! The 

Sack race, the Relays and the Egg and Spoon races were just some of the highlights...  

 

Here are a few snapshots — please go to our website for more…. 

                                 www.sheilingschool.org.uk/sports-day-2017 
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Tyndale and Halliers House news 

When the school hours are over the resident young people of the Sheiling School have   

really been making the most of the local area. The young people have enjoyed playing in 

the local Mundy playing fields and ordering takeaway and eating it in the beautiful 

grounds surrounding Halliers and Tyndale. There have been many fun and exciting trips 

after school including a group trip bowling where young people and staff teamed up and 

enjoyed themselves immensely. The weekends have been action packed too with trips to 

Bristol Harbour, Brean Sands and Glastonbury Tor.  

All the young people have enjoyed the benefits of experiencing the local culture and     

natural beauty in and around their local area over the summer term. This summer, Sam 

and Harry also look forward to a weekend of music, art, dance and culture at Womad 

Festival. Last year Sam had an amazing time and the care staff are excited about being 

able to offer Harry the opportunity to join Sam at this year’s festival.  

Sam and Joseph and care staff 
enjoy a picnic just below 

Glastonbury Tor. 

Harry enjoys some shade 
from the late afternoon sun at 

Mundy Playing Fields Cory celebrates after hitting a 
high score at bowling 

Jameson checks the bus 
times before heading into 

Bristol 

Fernando enjoys the 

view from Bristol harbour 

side 

Joseph at the Hollywood 
Bowl 

Sam at last year's 
Womad Festival 
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A big thank you as always to everyone for their contributions to this newsletter. It 

would be great to hear about more news from any pupils,  staff,  parents,  and school 

trustees . 

If anyone is interested in writing an article or submitting photos for future  

editions of the newsletter then please contact  syl.edgeley@sheilingschool.org.uk .  

We now need a new Editor !!! Please consider and let Syl know –it is a lovely job!! 

  

Main Office-Tel. 01454 412194 

 

Follow us on Twitter  https://twitter.com/sheiling_school 

 

Visit our website: www.sheilingschool.org.uk 

 

https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
https://twitter.com/sheiling_school
http://www.sheilingschool.org.uk/

